CHAPTER 1: “THE HUNDRED YEAR’S WAR” (pp. 8-45)

AGE OF CALAMITY: TIMEFRAME AD 1300-1400

1. This sickness came out of Asia and killed off at least one-third of Europe’s population between 1346 and 1352.  _____________________

2-3. The three forms of plague of the epidemic.  __________________________, ___________________________, _______________________________.

5.  These animals were the hosts for the fleas who carried the plague bacteria.  ________

6-7. The trade route across Asia along which skills and furs were transported.  _____________________  This sea marked the end of the overland trade route from China.  _________________

7. The estimated number of Europeans who had been killed by the plague by 1352.  ___________________

8. Along with lepers, followers of this religion were particularly likely to be scapegoated as responsible for the plague and thus ruthlessly persecuted.  ________

9. The royal palace of the French monarchy.  ___________________

11-12. The countries who fought each other in the Hundred Years’ War.  __________, __________________.

4. The name given to lesser lords within the feudal system.  ______________

5. This thirteenth-century theologian developed the concept of “just war,” specifying that for a war to have divine approval it needed to meet the conditions of just authority, just cause, and just intention.  _______________________

6. This English political body represented the interests of the nobility and the gentry.  ___________________

7. Invented in China in the ninth century, it would reach Europe about 1300 and profoundly change the face of warfare.  ___________________

8. The first documented use of this weapon was by the English at the siege of Calais in 1346.  _______________

9. It was the language of the church in Europe.  _________________

10. An exiled Italian from Florence, he wrote an epic poem, The Divine Comedy, which traced the author’s spiritual journey towards an understanding of God.  __________________________

11. The most famous work of the poet Geoffrey Chaucer, it was written between 1387 and 1400, and became one of the foundation blocks of the Western literary canon.  _______________________

12. In 1309, Pope Clement V, a Frenchman, shifted the seat of the papacy from Rome to this Southern French town.  __________________

CHAPTER 2: “THE RISE OF THE OTTOMANS”

AGE OF CALAMITY: TIMEFRAME AD 1300-1400

1. What is the name of the narrow strait between the Sea of Marmara and the Aegean that separates Europe from Asia?  ___________________

2. Who were the only Asians other than the Ottomans to found an empire on the continent of Europe during the last millennium?  ______________

3. What city was the capital of the Byzantine Empire?  __________________

4. What was the name given to Ottoman warriors who engaged in holy war against Christian opponents?  ______________

5. What leader is generally credited with being the founder of the Ottoman Empire?  _______________

6-7. The citadel that protected Granada, it became the most famous building in Islamic-occupied Spain.  __________________  What is the name of the central courtyard in this palace?  ______________________

8-9. The schism between Rome and Constantinople emerged from the conflict between these two major branches of Christianity.  ________________, ______________.

1.  The name given by Europeans to the slave infantrymen of the Ottoman Empire.  ____________________

2. The Ottomans defeated a pan-Serbian alleance in 1389 on this plain – literally, “The Field of Blackbirds” – effectively destroying hopes for an independent Serbian nation.  ___________________.

3. The defeat of a combined Christian force of Hungarians led by their King Sigismund and knights from western Europe in 1396 at this Ottoman stronghold on the Danube River confirmed Turkish rule over the Balkans.  ________________

4. This city was finally captured by the Ottomans in 1453.  ___________________

CHAPTER 3:  “THE FURY OF THE STEPPES”     (pp. 71-107)

AGE OF CALAMITY: TIMEFRAME AD 1300-1400

1-2. What two separate Muslim empires to the west of the Mongols vigorously expanded during the fourteenth century?  _____________________, ____________________.

1.  During the last three decades of the fourteenth century, this Mongol military commander conquered an empire that stretched from central Asia almost to the Mediterranean.  ____________________

2.  A famous exercise in the training of Mongol Chagatai warriors, it involved the entire army encircling a designated area and then, stage by stage, driving the wild animals within towards the center before the death knell was signalled.  ________________

3. Tamerlane played this board game as a way to work out his battle tactics.  __________

4. These Muslim mystics believed that direct, personal experience of God was of more importance than the elaborate disciplines of conventional Islam.  ____________

5. Tamerlane used these as unexpected incendiary devices in his expedition of 1398 against the Delhi sultanate of northern India.  _____________

6. Perhaps the most famous of Arab historians, he sought to explain the cycles of world history with reference to the interaction between vigorous, solidly-bonded nomads and decaying settled societies.  ____________________

7. Tamerlane was buried in the Gur-e Amir (the Tomb of the Prince), originally built for his grandson and heir apparent, in this city, the capital of his empire.  ___________________________

8. Tamerlane died in 1405 as he was embarking upon a campaign against which nation?  _______________

9. The archeological commission of what nation exhumed Tamerlane’s body in 1941?  _____________

TRUE OR FALSE

12.  When the Chagatai Mongols attacked Baghdad in 1401, Tamerlane instructed that each soldier kill two male citizens and bring back their heads; such was the shortage of male citizens to slaughter that some warriors found it necessary to decapitate women and then shave their heads.






_____

13.  To discourage a Christian fleet from entering the harbor during the siege of Smyrna, a city on the Turkish coast held by Crusaders, Tamerlane had the severed heads of the garrison collected and floated out to sea on candlelit dishes.  

_____

l

CHAPTER 4: “CHINA’S BRILLIANT DYNASTY” (pp. 109-141)

AGE OF CALAMITY: TIMEFRAME AD 1300-1400

1. A peasant rebel leader born of impoverished tenant farmers, he would rise to become the founder of the Ming dynasty.  _______________________

1-3. China in the twelfth century was divided between what two dynasties, the former based on the arid plains of the north; the latter centered on the upper Yangtze river in the more tropical south.  ____________________, ______________________.

4-5. What was the Mongol dynasty that conquered all of China in the thirteenth century?  _______________  The grandson of Genghis Khan, he proclaimed in 1271 that the mandate of heaven had passed to his new dynasty.  _____________________  The present-day name for the capital of this empire.  ____________________

7. l Since the seventh century, this artificial waterway had linked the lower reaches of the Yangtze and Yellow rivers and was thus essential for transporting grain to the north.  ____________________

8-10. The Mongols organized Chinese society into four categories of citizens, with themselves at the top.  Briefly identify the other three classes.

Semuren:

___________________________________________

Hanren:

___________________________________________

Nanren:

_____________________________________________

10. A secret society of the fourteenth century, its adherents brought together popular Buddhist beliefs about the imminent appearance of Maitreya, the Buddha of the Future who would establish a Pure Land in this world with the Manichean-influenced idea that the Prince of Light, Ming Wang, would appear to redeem the world.  ____________________________________

11. The color of the turbans to be worn by the conspirators who began to plot a massive uprising against the Mongols in the 1340s.  _________________

13-14. The translation of the word “Ming” given by Zhu to the new imperial dynasty in 1368.  _____________________  The Southern city first chosen as the capital of the dynasty.  __________________

1. The traditional colors of the porcelain pottery that flourished during the Ming years.  _______________________

2. It became the capital of the Ming empire in 1420.  _______________

3. What was the name of the highway that was built as an approach to the tombs of the rulers of the Ming dynasty?  __________________

4. In 1337, Edward III of England prohibited all sports except this one on pain of death.  ___________________

5. They provided the main strike force of all fourteenth-century armies.  ______________

6. This sport probably originated in Persia, where it provided excellent training for the light-cavalry warfare of the Middle East.  ____________

TRUE OR FALSE

21.  Under the Yuan dynasty, native-born Chinese were barred from high office.
_____

22.  In the Europe of the Middle Ages, the bow was an infantry rather than a cavalry weapon.


_____

CHAPTER 5: “THE AFRICAN EMPIRES”              (pp. 143-165)

AGE OF CALAMITY: TIMEFRAME AD 1300-1400

1-3. The most powerful empire in fourteenth-century Sub-Saharan Africa.  _________  The name given by Arabs to the region, literally “Land of the Blacks,” far to the west of its present-day namesake.  ______________  A Muslim, he was the most famous of the “mansas,” or emperors, of this kingdom.  ______________________

1.  It was this geographical feature that had been most responsible for Africa’s isolation.  ___________________

2. This animal was introduced into Africa from Asia in the first centuries A.D.  ___________

3. In the eighth century A.D., the culture of North Africa was profoundly changed by the spread of this from the Middle East.  _____________

4. This precious mineral was found in the valleys of the Senegal and upper Niger rivers and was the most valuable resource of the Sudanic kingdoms.  _____________

8-9. These natives of the desert traveled south with Arab merchants.  _____________  What was the most important import brought into the Sudanic kingdoms?  ___________

1. This kingdom, located to the north and west of its present-day namesake, declined dramatically in the eleventh century as a result of Berber raids, factional infighting, and attacks by a neighboring people centered in today'’ northern Senegal.  ____________

2. Perhaps the most famous of Mali’s cities, it was the end-point on one of the major north-south trade routes and became a center for mosques and religious colleges for the increasingly Islamicized empire.  ____________________

12-13. These two Yoruba city-states emerged to the east of the Volta River in the forests beneath Mali.  ___________, _______________.

5.  The artwork most associated with the Yoruba people between the eleventh and fifteenth centuries.  ___________________________________________________

6. As early as the ninth century, traders from the east side of the Persian Gulf founded a settlement on this island, near the present-day border between Somalia and Kenya.  ___________________

7. This distinctive culture (literally, in Arabic, “people of the coast”) emerged from the dynamic interaction of Bantu-speaking Africans and Arab merchants in eastern African port cities in the thirteenth and fourteen centuries.  _________________

8. This Portuguese navigator rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 1497.  _______________________

9. Christian doctrines had gained a firm foothold in Africa during the first centuries A.D. when much of North Africa was controlled by what empire?  ______________

19-21. The name given to this country by outsiders derived from the word used in Greek texts of the Bible to describe the black peoples of Africa.  _________________  The name of the country as known by its own inhabitants.  ___________________  What was its dominant religion?  _____________________

22-23.  In 1171, the Muslim lords of Egypt drove deeply southward into this Christian kingdom.  _____________________  The woman who reputedly had most directly linked the kingdom to the Old Testament male.
________________

22. Separated from Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches by geography, doctrinal differences, and language, African Christians came to be known by this term, after an Arabic rendering of the Greek word for Egypt.  _______________

23. Impressive stone churches were carved out of solid rock near this town in the thirteenth century, a town named after the king who supervised this building project.  ___________________

24. The liturgical language of Ethiopia.  _______________

25. A number of Europeans of the fourteenth and fifteenth century found their way to Ethiopia, propelled by their search for this legendary Christian ruler.  __________________

26. This massive stone-built enclosure in Southern Africa was not seen by Europeans until the latter part of the nineteenth century.  _______________________

29-30. By the fourteenth century, these two peoples, the former living in the rain forests of the Congo and the latter in arid regions in central and southern parts of the continent, were the only remaining gatherers in Africa.  _________________; _______________.

22. Such foods as plantains, sugar, and new varieties of coconuts, rice, and yams were introduced to Africa from here in the first millennium A.D.  __________________

23. True or False: Indigenous Africa developed both a sharpened sense of individualism and a clearer division between the world of the living and the world of the dead than was the case in Europe.

_____

