COMPARING BUDDHA, JESUS AND MUHAMMAD

A. LIFE OF THE INDIVIDUAL

1. What are some of the stories surrounding the birth of the individual and what meaning would you attach to these?

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

2. How did the individual gain wisdom? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

3. Who were the women in his life and what was the nature and meaning of these relationships? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

4. What stories are told about the death of this individual and what is the significance of these stories? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

B. TEACHINGS OF THE INDIVIDUAL

1.  Express the central message of the individual in one sentence. 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

2. What, according to the individual, were the most important truths? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

3.  What were his thoughts about justice and retribution? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

C.   THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE FAITH COMMUNITY

1. How did the individual gain a community of followers?  What stories are told about these earliest followers? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

2.  How do the followers of the religion portray the relationship between Buddha, Jesus or Muhammad and the divine? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

3.  What religious rituals and festivals are associated with the individual?  What is the history and meaning of these? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

4.  What are the most important ways in which followers of the particular religion have differed about the nature and meaning of the individual? 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

D. MISCELLANEOUS

1. Find at least two interesting news stories apiece about the individual.  Describe and respond to these stories. 

BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

2. Design your own category or question.  Insert that into the attached box and then complete the comparison. 



BUDDHA:

JESUS:

MUHAMMAD:

E.   CONCLUSION

What are some of your thoughts upon completing an analytical comparison of Buddha, Jesus and Muhammad?  What common themes recur?  What are the most important differences?

MY CONCLUDING THOUGHTS:

