
THE CHURCH, THE LAW AND 
DEFINING MEDIEVAL DEVIANCE 





State and Papal 

Authority Collide: 

Henry IV waits on 

Pope Gregory VII 

in the snow at 

Canossa 

(1077 CE) 



Fourth Lateran Council (1215) 



Pope Innocent III 



Fourth Lateran 

Council Decrees 

aimed at 

strengthening 

Church control over 

lives of laity: 

 

1) Annual confession 

and communion; 

2) Public 

announcements for 

upcoming 

marriages; 

3) Prohibited 

preaching without 

papal license;  

4) Public veneration of 

new relics only with 

papal permission; 

5) Restricted granting 

of indulgences to 

bishops. 





A Summae Confessorum handbook 



The Roman church that served as the meeting place for the Lateran councils 



FOURTH LATERAN RULINGS ON OUTSIDERS 

Heretics to be excommunicated and handed over to secular power 

for punishment and their property to be confiscated. 

Jews and Muslims to wear distinctive clothing to prevent them 

from mingling with Christians unawares. 

Jews banned from holding office and practicing usury and 

subjected to curfew in Easter week. 

Third Lateran Council (1179) rulings on homosexuals 

strengthened by decreeing the ñeffective and rigorousò 

observation of all canonical penalties on all unchaste clergy, 

especially homosexuals, and decreeing life deposition for 

anyone who dared to celebrate divine service after suspension 

for the sin. 



CLOTHING RULES LEAD TO ñBADGE OF INFAMYò FOR OUTSIDERS 

 

After 1215, Jews, Muslims and also prostitutes ordered to wear 

distinctive clothing took to wearing a badge or sign. 

The Jews adopted a yellow felt circle known as the rouelle. 

Prostitutes wore a red cord (the aiguillette). 

Lepers were increasingly ordered to wear special clothes but it was 

usually the lepersô rattle or bell which became their badge. 

In 1229, the Council of Toulouse ordered heretics who had repented 

to wear two yellow crosses sewn into the front of their garments. 



Inquisition as a legal procedure replaces trial by ordeal, combat or compurgation 



Torture comes to be associated with the new legal procedures 



Pope Innocent  announces the Fifth Crusade at Lateran IV (1215) 



CATHARISM 

Apparently originated in Bulgaria in 10th century and had made its way to 

Western Europe by the mid-1100s. 

Cathars emphasized the contrast between the material world ïseen as the 

domain of Lucifer, godôs eldest son ï and the spiritual world, the 

domain of God and his second son, Jesus Christ. 

Cathars rejected all things material (notably meat, sex and wealth) as 

intrinsically evil. 

Cathars denied Purgatory, masses for the dead, transubstantiation and 

infant baptism. 

Their central ceremony was the consolamentum, the laying on of hands, 

the ceremony by which a believer was freed from the flesh and 

reunited with the spirit and made pure (catharized). 

Perfects lived the ideal Cathar life and administered the faith.  



CHURCH RESPONSES TO HERESY 

 

1)  PERSUASION 

2)  REPRESSION 

3)  DEMONIZATION 



AD ABOLENDAM ISSUED (1184) 

 

It condemned an assortment of heretics by name, including 

Cathars, Waldensians and Humiliati; all who dared to preach 

without Papal or episcopal permission; and all whose beliefs 

were at variance with approved doctrine. 

 

Bishops were to investigate parishes rumoured to contain 

heretics and any individuals who were behaving 

suspiciously. 

 

The convicted were to be excommunicated and handed over for 

punishment to the secular authorities. 



Saint 

Dominic 



Cathars expelled from Carcassonne (1209) 



Frederick II 

 

(Barbarossa) 



Saint 

Dominic 

presiding 

over the 

Inquisition 

(as 

represented 

in a c. 1475 

painting) 



Waldensians burned as heretics in 13th century Toulouse 



Jews from the late Medieval/ Early Modern era 



Jews 

massacred at 

the time of 

the First 

Crusade 

(1095 CE) 





Saint 

Augustine 


