JOURNAL ENTRY: THE “ISMS”
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Nineteenth-century Europe was a time of tremendous ferment.  Society was in the process of fundamental transformation.  Thinkers struggled to make sense of these changes.

Many of the ideologies that continue to shape the contemporary world have their origins in the decades after the French Revolution.  Your mission is to research these philosophies and to attempt to condense them down into analytical introductions.

The process of embedding ideas within their historical context should help you both to assess the potential relevance of these theories today and to reflect upon how your own worldview may be influenced by the times in which you live.

Do your best to fill in the following grid:

1.  ANARCHISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

2.  COMMUNISM (MARXISM)

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

3.  CONSERVATISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

4.  DARWINISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

5.  FEMINISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

6.  LIBERALISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

7.  NATIONALISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

8.  ROMANTICISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

9.  UTILITARIANISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

10.  UTOPIAN SOCIALISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

11.  POSITIVISM

A one-sentence definition of the “ism:
According to this ideology, the “good society” can be seen as 
According to this ideology, the biggest obstacle to the realization of the good society is 

What assumptions, if any, does this ideology make about human nature?
Key Individuals:
Defining Texts and Years of Publication:

Key Concepts and Definitions:
Interesting Quotations From Representative Thinkers:
How does this ideology account for historical change?

How and why did this ideology develop between 1789 and 1914?
Internal schisms and the issues involved?

What are your own thoughts about this “ism?”

