THE VIRTUAL MUSEUM

THE MISSION: To use one building, monument, artifact, city or river as a focus for an intensive examination of European history circa 1300-1815.
THE PRODUCT: One or two large poster boards with a minimum of 1½-2  pages of your own writing (typed or hand-printed).  You will also be responsible for offering a ten-minute presentation to a small group of your classmates.

INSTRUCTIONS: This is a relatively straightforward assignment to do in a satisfactory way but the challenge will be to breathe life and larger significance into the exercise.  Try to use your topic as a window onto the broad sweep of past centuries.

Details can often be telling, but do not get completely bogged down in them and try to connect up your subject with larger themes and issues.   Include information about the 1300-1815 time period, but stretch the story further back in time and/or carry it up to the present if appropriate.

How has your place intersected with history?  How did it change over time?  What interesting stories and people are associated with it?  To what extent have people argued over the meaning of the history that happened here?  How is it presented to tourists today and what, if anything, is left out?

SOME POSSIBLE TOPICS

A. BUILDINGS

· ALHAMBRA (GRANADA)

· BASILICA OF SAINT FRANCIS

· THE BASTILLE (PARIS)

· BRANDENBURG GATE (BERLIN)

· BUCKINGHAM PALACE

· CASTELO SAO JORGE (LISBON)

· CATHEDRAL AND PIAZZA OF SAN MARCO (ST. MARK’S) IN VENICE

· CHURCH OF SAN CLEMENTE (ROME)

· COLOGNE CATHEDRAL

· DOGE’S PALACE IN VENICE

· DUOMO AND BAPTISTRY IN FLORENCE

· EL ESCORIAL

· GLOBE THEATRE

· HAGIA SOPHIA (CONSTANTINOPLE)

· HOTEL DES INVALIDES (PARIS)

· THE KREMLIN

· LEANING TOWER OF PISA

· MEDICI PALACE IN FLORENCE

· MEZQUITA (CORDOBA)

· NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL (PARIS)

· NOZYK SYNAGOGUE (WARSAW)

· PETER AND PAUL FORTRESS (ST. PETERSBURG)

· ST. PETER’S CATHEDRAL (ROME)

· ST. STEPHAN’S CATHEDRAL (VIENNA)

· ST. VITUS CATHEDRAL (PRAGUE)

· SANTA CROCE (FLORENCE)

· SCHONBRUNN PALACE (VIENNA)

· SCROVEGNIA CHAPEL [CAPELLA DEGLI SCROVEGNI] (PADUA)

· SISTINE CHAPEL

· THE TOWER OF LONDON

· VERSAILLES PALACE

· WESTMINSTER ABBEY
B. MUSEUMS

· BRITISH MUSEUM

· HERMITAGE

· LOUVRE

· NATIONAL MUSEUM (VIENNA)

· PRADO

· UFFIZI GALLERY

· VATICAN MUSEUM
C.  MISCELLANEOUS

· BLACK MADONNA OF CESTOCHOWA (POLAND)

· BLARNEY STONE

· CHARLES BRIDGE (PRAGUE)

· MICHELANGELO’S “DAVID”

· LEONARDO’S “LAST SUPPER”
· LEONARDO’S “MONA LISA”
· PONTE VECCHIO (FLORENCE)
· ROCK OF GILBRALTAR
· SKELLIG MICHAEL (IRELAND)
· SORBONNE
D. LOCATIONS
· AMSTERDAM

· AVIGNON

· CONSTANTINOPLE

· DUBLIN

· DUBROVNIK

· EDINBURGH

· GENOA

· KIEV

· LISBON

· MARSEILLES

· NAPLES

· NUREMBERG

· OXFORD

· PADUA

· PRAGUE

· RIGA

· SALZBURG

· SAN GIMIGNANO

· SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

· ST. PETERSBURG

· SIENA

· TOLEDO (SPAIN)

· WARSAW

E. RIVERS

· CANALS OF VENICE

· DANUBE

· ELBE

· LOIRE

· RHINE

· SEINE

· THAMES

· VOLGA
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