WELCOME TO THE DANO

(One of the world’s most prestigious collections of Early Modern European Art)
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For each gallery, you will find a list of questions.  Use these as a guide, though you do not necessarily need to answer every last question from each section.

GALLERY A: BRUEGEL’S EUROPE (#1-13)

Pieter Bruegel the Elder (c. 1525-69) is typically regarded as the most important Flemish painter of the sixteenth century.  Born in Breda in today’s the Netherlands, he apprenticed in Antwerp, traveled to Italy for further training, and eventually moved to Brussels.

Part I.  How would you begin to describe the world captured in Bruegel’s paintings?  What, if anything, surprises you about the society he depicts on the canvas?

Part II.  Pick one painting from Gallery A for detailed analysis.  Do the following:

a) List the title.

b) Provide the year the work was completed.

c) Give a one-word response to the painting.

d) Analyze the selection in a few sentences.  What do you find interesting about the piece?  How would you interpret the painting as an historical document?
GALLERY B: COMPARING BYZANTINE AND RENAISSANCE ART

1) BYZANTINE ART [C. 547 A.D. – 1454 A.D.] (#14-30)

2) RENAISSANCE ART [C. 1425-1563] (#31-55)

Part I.  Compare and contrast the art of the Byzantine East with the art of the Renaissance (most of these later paintings are Italian).  What themes are stressed in each section?  How would you describe the religious imagery and the relationship between humans and God, Jesus and the Virgin Mary in the respective eras?  Identify at least three features of Renaissance paintings that are not evident in the earlier Byzantine work.  What seems to be the purpose of art in each case?

Part II.  Pick any two paintings from Gallery B for detailed analysis.  For each picture selected,

a) List the title.

b) Provide the artist and, if available, the year the work was completed.

c) Give a one-word response to the painting.

d) Analyze the selection in a few sentences.  What do you find interesting about the piece?  How does the artist use symbols, colour, shading and the title to convey a message or mood?  How would you interpret the painting as an historical document?
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GALLERY C: POWER (#56-73)

Part I.  How is power represented in this selection of early modern paintings?  What are the different sources of power?  How, if at all, does the representation of the body language of the powerful contrast with that of the less powerful?  Are there any hints in these paintings of potential conflict involving issues of power?

GALLERY D: WOMEN (#74-92)

Part I.  How are women represented in these paintings?  What themes recur?  How do the images of women drawn by female artists (#88-92) differ from those drawn by their male counterparts (#74-87)?  

Part II.  Pick any one painting from Gallery D for detailed analysis.  Do the following:

a) List the title.

b) Provide the artist and, if available, the year the work was completed.

c) Give a one-word response to the painting.

d) Analyze the selection in a few sentences.  What do you find interesting about the piece?  How does the artist use symbols, colour, shading and the title to convey a message or mood?  How would you interpret the painting as an historical document?
GALLERY E: DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE (#93-110)

Part I.  What themes predominate in these studies of death and the afterlife?  How would you compare and contrast these images with more contemporary representations of death?  What seems to be the purpose or purposes of this art?

GALLERY F: LEFT-OVERS – A HODGE-PODGE OF EARLY MODERN EUROPEAN ART (#111-125)

Part I. Choose two pieces of art from within the DANO that you have not yet analyzed (these can be from any Gallery and do not need to be chosen from Gallery F). For each picture selected,

a) List the title.

b) Provide the artist and, if available, the year the work was completed.

c) Give a one-word response to the painting.

d) Analyze the selection in a few sentences.  What do you find interesting about the piece?  How does the artist use symbols, colour, shading and the title to convey a message or mood?  How would you interpret the painting as an historical document?
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