
ARTH 699.  Research Seminar - Greek and Roman Marvels, Wonders, and 

Triumphs.   Thursdays 430-710.  

Professor: Carol C. Mattusch      Mattusch@GMU.edu          Robinson B 373A. 

        

Of the ancient World Wonders – the Egyptian Pyramids, the Hanging Gardens at 

Babylon, the gold-and-ivory Olympian Zeus, the Temple of Artemis at Ephesos, 

the Mausoleum at Halikarnassos, the Colossus of Rhodes, and the Lighthouse at 

Alexandria - only the Pyramids survive today, the oldest on the list, constructed 

nearly 5,000 years ago. What made a World Wonder? What did the World 

Wonders have in common with ancient marvels? Were Roman triumphs 

conceived as animated World Wonders? Throughout the course we will consider 

primary and secondary sources, the nature of evidence, popular archaeology, 

and the value of word versus image. 

 

Work in this course will include individual research and writing, oral and 

written critiques, collaborative work with fellow students, as well as formal 

presentations and active participation in group discussions. Each student will 

write a 10-15-page research paper by Dec. 3 on a topic related to issues like 

primary and secondary sources, the nature of evidence, textual evidence versus 

visual evidence, and exploration versus discovery. 

 

Books to buy now:  

 Peter Clayton and Martin Price, The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World 

(Routledge pb) 

 Richard Stoneman, Alexander the Great (Routledge pb) 

 The Greek Alexander Romance, trans. Richard Stoneman (Penguin pb) 

 

If you’re in need of background on the Hellenistic world, read J.J. Pollitt, Art in 

the Hellenistic Age (with very good historical introductions at the beginnings of 

the chapters); R.R.R. Smith, Hellenistic Sculpture. As for more specific topics 

covered in class, with bibliographies, see: Oxford Classical Dictionary (GMU 

library reference section); Princeton Encyclopedia of Classical Sites (GMU library 

reference); Macmillan Dictionary of Art (on line through GMU library or in GMU 

library reference). For ancient texts with the translation on the opposite page, 

look at Loeb Classical Texts.  FORGET Wikipedia: it is out of the question. For 

translated ancient texts organized by topic/name/etc. see J.J. Pollitt:  The Art of 

Greece: Sources and Documents, and J.J. Pollitt: The Art of Rome: Sources and 

Documents. 

 

mailto:Mattusch@GMU.edu


Ask me if you have specific questions about what to read or how to look up 

something. If you can’t get a book, I can probably lend it to you. 

 

Additional readings will be assigned as we go along and as we think of them. 

Please complete the reading before the class for which it is assigned and bring 

the reading to class with you. 

 

Tentative syllabus, subject to change/negotiation: 

 

September 3. Chronologies; modern geographies; modern exploration.  

 Choose topics for the next two weeks: choose one below for yourself on 

Sept. 10; get together with partner and make a plan for Sept. 17; think about 

other topics and ask me.. 

 

Sept. 10. Alexander the Great:  

 For today read Stoneman, Alexander the Great; The Greek Alexander 

Romance. Each of you will pick one of the following topics in class to concentrate 

on while reading these texts, so that you can very briefly introduce the topic in 

class and lead discussion of why that subject is important:  

Alexander’s parentage;     leadership training;  

Macedonian culture;      exploration and discovery; 

scholarship and the bematists;   empire;  

Alexander’s route;      myth-making;  

political moves in Egypt;     political moves in Persia;  

why the Greeks were so problematic;   heroism;  

the closest allies of Alexander    cross-cultural efforts/problems 

 

Sept. 17. Getting somewhere: maps.  

 See attached page for suggested readings: choose a couple of these or 

other books and articles and read them on your own. 2 of you should sign up for 

each of the following topics and be ready to introduce it briefly to the class and 

lead discussion: 

Report topics: 

 Strabo, the geographer;  

 Agrippa (b. 62 BC) as mapmaker;  

 Rome’s marble map - the Forma Urbis Romae;  

 Claudius Ptolemy (2nd c. AD) 

 The Peutinger Table (ca. 1200) in Vienna (Tabula Peutingeriana);  

 Pilgrims’ maps and travels (any period, any place) 

 



Sept. 24. Marvels and Myths.  

 2 of you should sign up for each of the following topics, be prepared to 

introduce it and lead discussion about how it relates to the subject of this course. 

No other readings. 

Report topics: 

 Adrienne Mayor, The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman 

Times, Princeton 2000. 

 Phlegon of Tralles’ Book of Marvels, trans. William Hansen, Univ. of Exeter 

Press pb., 1996. 

 The Marvels of Rome, trans. Francis Morgan Nichols, Italica Press pb., 1986. 

 Roberto Calasso, The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony, chapters 1-2.  

 Modern myths/legends and how they grow. 

 Modern lists of world-wonders. 

 

Oct. 1. The 7 Wonders of the (ancient) World and wonders that weren’t.  

 All read Philo of Byzantium on the 7 Wonders (I’ll hand it out).  

Report topics:  

 What did Alexander have to do with the world-wonders? 

 Wonders that didn’t make it onto the list. 

 Why wasn’t the Parthenon a world-wonder? 

 What should have been a world-wonder but wasn’t? Why not? 

 The great library at Alexandria. 

 Tourism in antiquity 

 

Oct. 8. The great pyramids at Giza. 

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all (your choice): 

 

Oct. 15. The hanging gardens at Babylon. 

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

 

Oct. 22. The gold and ivory statue of Zeus at Olympia. 

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

 

Oct. 29. The temple of Artemis at Ephesus. 

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

 



Nov. 5. The Colossus of Rhodes. 

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

 

 

Nov. 12. The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus:  

 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

 

Nov. 19. The tomb of Alexander the Great. The lighthouse at Alexandria.  

 The search for the tomb: 1-2 discussion-leaders:  

 Readings for all: Diodorus Siculus XVIII, 26, 3 ff. (in Pollitt); and < 

 The lighthouse and why it can’t be found: 1-2 discussion-leaders: 

 Readings for all: 

  

Nov. 26. Thanksgiving break. 

 

Dec. 3. From the funeral procession of Alexander the Great to the triumph of  

Ptolemy II Philadelphus (283-246 BC) to Rome and Aemilus Paulus (d. 160 BC).   

 Read:  

 Discussion:  

Papers due today. 

 

Dec. 10.  Last class: Roman triumphs:  

 Read (if we get this far): Mary Beard, The Roman Triumph. 



 Report/discussion topics for ARTH 699: 

Sept. 10: Sign up individually for one of the following: 

 

Alexander’s parentage________________   leadership training_________________ 

 

Macedonian culture___________________  exploration and discovery__________ 

 

scholarship and the bematists_________________ empire______________________ 

 

Alexander’s route________________________   myth-making__________________ 

 

political moves in Egypt__________________  political moves in Persia_________ 

  

why the Greeks were problematic_______________  heroism__________________ 

  

the closest allies of Alexander ____________cross-cultural efforts/problems______ 

 

 

Sept. 17. Sign up in pairs for these topics. Try to pick somebody you don’t 

know. 

 

Strabo____________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

Agrippa as mapmaker _______________ and _______________________________ 

 

The Forma Urbis Romae __________________ and __________________________ 

 

Claudius Ptolemy _______________________ and ____________________________ 

 

The Peutinger Table _______________________ and __________________________ 

 

Pilgrims’ maps and travels ____________________ and _______________________ 

 

 

September 24. Sign up in pairs. Try to pick somebody different from last time. 

 

Adrienne Mayor, The First Fossil Hunters________________ and ______________ 

 

Phlegon of Tralles’ Book of Marvels ___________________ and ________________ 

 



The Marvels of Rome____________________________ and _____________________ 

 

The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony, ch. 1-2 ______________ and ______________  

 

Modern myths/legends __________________________ and ____________________ 

 

Modern world-wonders _________________________ and ____________________ 

 

 

October 1. Sign up in pairs. Can you still pick somebody different? 

 

Alexander and world-wonders _________________ and ______________________ 

 

Wonders that weren’t ________________________ and _______________________ 

 

Why wasn’t the Parthenon a world-wonder? __________ and _________________ 

 

What should have been a world-wonder but wasn’t? ___________ and _________ 

 

The Library at Alexandria ____________________ and ________________________ 

 

Tourism in antiquity ________________________ and ________________________ 

 

For the following classes, sign up in 2 places: 

 

Oct. 8. Pyramids: _________________________ and __________________________ 

 

Oct. 15. Hanging gardens: ______________________ and _____________________ 

 

Oct. 22 Zeus at Olympia: _______________________ and _____________________ 

 

Oct. 29. Temple of Artemis, Ephesos: __________________ and _______________ 

 

Nov. 5: Colossus of Rhodes: ______________________ and____________________ 

 

Nov. 12: Mausoleum: ________________________ and _______________________ 

 

Nov. 19: Tomb of Alexander:___________________ and _____________________  

 

Nov. 19: Lighthouse at Alexandria: ________________ and __________________ 


