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n.b.: Students studying BA History who select this half unit course MUST select the 

other half of the course, entitled Situating China II: Missionaries and Misfits in the 

British Construction of China 

 

Timetable:  Mondays, 15:00-17:00, VG03 

 

Assessment:  Assessment will be by means of coursework and a written examination. The 

coursework consists of 2 essays (length per essay: 2,500 words), both due by 4pm on the first 

Friday of Term 2.   Each essay should treat a question connected with pre-modern China in 

relation to something non-Chinese: you should seek advice on identifying topics well before 

starting your essays. 

 

Course essays will count 100% towards the final result. 

 

Coursework submission procedures: 

Essays must be submitted to the Faculty Office in duplicate, accompanied by an essay 

submission Form by 4pm on the due date. A member of the Faculty Office will sign for your 

essay. Keep the bottom (pink) copy of the essay submission form as your receipt. If the 

Faculty Office has no record of an essay being submitted, it is your responsibility to prove 

that you submitted it, by producing the signed receipt.  Do not submit essays by email. 

 

Late submission of essays will be penalised by the loss of 2 percentage marks per working 

day.  Please be aware that University of London regulations on plagiarism apply to all work 

submitted as part of the requirement for any examination.   

 

Coursework should be marked and returned not later than one calendar month after 

submission. If you have not received coursework back in reasonable time, contact the Faculty 

Office. 

 

Attendance Regulations: Students are strongly advised to attend all lectures and tutorials or 

seminars for the course.  Attendance is required for at least 50% of tutorials or seminars.  

Attendance registers will be maintained for these.  Students should notify their tutors or the 

Faculty Office in advance if they are unable to attend a tutorial for good reason.  Should two 

absences occur without explanation within any four week period, the tutor will inform the 

Faculty Office and a letter will be sent to the student with copies to his/her undergraduate 

tutor and to the Registry.  All absences are noted on student records. 

 



Lecture Programme: 

 

The course will open with some contemporary attempts at situating China in larger 

world histories as a way of opening up discussion of larger contexts within which to 

discuss China.  The first of these to be introduced historically will be the importance 

of the counter-example of nomadism in defining Chinese self-perceptions, and this 

will be followed by an account of the earliest phase of Chinese knowledge of other 

sedentary civilisations, including India and the Roman Empire.  The impact of 

Buddhism on China will then be examined in some detail, concentrating in particular 

in the creation of a sense of a wider religious world.  Significant shifts in the 

coherence of that world will be treated in relation to the continued importance of 

Buddhism within later Inner Asian conceptions of empire, particularly Manchu 

imperialism; this will allow some treatment of the history of Tibet also, and of the 

overseas Chinese. 
 

 
 

Bibliography 
 

 

A.   Essential Reading 
 

Hansen, Valerie, The Open Empire.  New York: W. W. Norton, 2000 

 

Blondeau, Anne-Marie, and Buffetrille, Katia, Authenticating Tibet.  Berkeley and 

Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2008 

 

 B.  General Reading 

 

Cambridge History of China 

 

Cambridge History of Ancient China 

 

Cambridge History of Early Inner Asia 

 

Holcombe, Charles, The Genesis of East Asia.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 

2001 

 

Mote, F. W., Imperial China, 900-1800.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999 

 

  



C:  Topical/Chronological Listings 

 

1. Historiography 

 

Goody, Jack, The Theft of History.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006 

 

Goody, Jack, The East in the West.  Cambridge University Press, 1996 

 

Hobson, John H., The Eastern Origins of Western Civilisation.  Cambridge University 

Press, 2004 

 

Lovell, Julia, The Great Wall.  London, Atlantic Books, 2006. 

 

Sleeboom, Margaret, Academic Nations in China and Japan.  London: 

RoutledgeCurzon, 2004 

 

Waldron, Arthur, The Great Wall of China.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1990 

 

Waley-Cohen, Joanna, The Sextants of Beijing.  New York; Norton, 1999 

 

 2. Early cultures and languages in China* 

 

Cook, Constance A., and Major, John  S., Defining Chu.  Honolulu: University of 

Hawaii Press, 1999 

 

Di Cosmo, Nicola, Ancient China and its Enemies.  Cambridge University Press, 2002 

 

Pulleyblank, E. G., Central Asia and non-Chinese peoples of ancient China.  

Aldershot: Ashgate, 2002 

 

Sagart, Laurence, Blench, Roger, and Sanchez-Mazas, Alicia, The Peopling of East 

Asia. London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2005 

 

3. Discovering a wider world*  

 

Abe, Stanley, Ordinary Images.  University of Chicago Press, 2002 

 

Forte, Antonino, The Hostage An Shigao and his Offspring.  Kyoto; ISEAS, 1995 

 

Kohn, Livia, God of the Dao.  Ann Arbor; University of Michigan, 1998 

 

Leslie, D. D., and Gardiner, K. J., The Roman Empire in Chinese Sources 

 

Zürcher, Erik, The Buddhist Conquest of China.  Leiden: E. J. Brill 

 

4. The arrival of the outsiders* 

 

Barfield, Thomas, The Perilous Frontier.  Oxford: Blackwell, 1989 

 



Holmgren, Jennifer, Annals of Dai. Canberra: ANU, 1982 

 

Liu, Xinru, Ancient India and Ancient China.  Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1988 

 

Petech, Luciano, Northern India according to the Shui-ching-chu.  Rome: ISMEO, 

1950  

Strong, John S., Relics of the Buddha.  Princeton University Press, 2004 

 

5. Discovering the Buddhist World* 

 

Lahiri, Latika, Chinese Monks in India. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1986 

 

Legge, James, A Record of Buddhistic Kingdoms. New York: Dover reprint of 1886  

 

Takakusu, J., A Record of the Buddhist Religion as Practised in India and the Malay 

Archipelago.  London: Clarendon Press, 1896 

 

Wriggins, Sally Hovey, The Silk Road Journey with Xuanzang.  Boulder, Colorado: 

Westview Press, 2004 

 

Wright, Arthur F., Studies in Chinese Buddhism.  New Haven; Yale University Press, 

1990 

 

6. Connections and Silk Roads* 

 

Backus, Charles, The Nan-chao Kingdom and T’ang China’s Southwestern Frontier.  

Cambridge; Cambridge University Press, 1981 

 

Buswell, Robert, ed., Currents and Counter-Currents.  Honolulu: University of 

Hawaii, 2005 

 

Lai, W., and Lancaster, L., eds.,  Early Ch’an in China and Tibet.  Berkeley: Asian 

Humanities Press, 1983 

 

Hartman, Charles, Han Yü and the T’ang Search for Unity.  Princeton University 

Press, 1986 

 

Schafer, Edward, The Golden Peaches of Samarkand.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: 

University of California Press, 1963. 

 

Schafer, Edward, The Vermilion Bird.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 

California Press, 1967. 

 

Sen, Tansen, Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii 

Press, 2003 

 

Yampolsky, Philip, The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch.  New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1967 

 

 



 

7. Many Chinas* 

 

Chan, Hok-lam, Legitimation in Imperial China.  Seattle; University of Washington 

Press, 1984 

 

Dunnell, Ruth, The Great State of White and High.  Honolulu: Hawaii University 

Press, 1996 

 

Rossabi, Morris, ed., China among Equals.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1983 

 

Tao, Jing-shen, The Jurchen in Twelfth century China.  Seattle: University of 

Washington, 1976 

 

Taylor, Keith Weller, The Birth of Vietnam.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1983. 

 

Anderson, James, The Rebel Den of Nung Tri Cao.  Seattle: University of Washington 

Press, 2007. 

 

8. Exporting China* 

 

Biran, Michal, The Empire of the Qara Khitai in Eurasian History.  Cambridge 

University Press, 2005 

 

Nguyen, Cuong Tu, Zen in Medieval Vietnam.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 

1997 

 

Pollack, David, The Fracture of Meaning.  Princeton University Press, 1986 

 

Wilson, Thomas, Genealogies of the Way.  Stanford University Press, 1995 

 

9. The Confucian World* 

 

Fairbank, J. K., ed., The Chinese World Order. Harvard University Press, 1968 

 

Herman, John, Amid the Clouds and Mist.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 

 

Jansen, Marius, China in the Tokugawa World.  Harvard University Press, 1992 

 

Shin, Leo K., The Making of the Chinese State.  Cambridge University Press, 2006 

 

Toby, Ronald P., State and Diplomacy in Early Modern Japan.  Stanford University 

Press, 1981. 

 

Wang, Gungwu, The Chinese Overseas.  Harvard University Press, 2000 

 

 

 



10. The Manchu World* 

 

Crossley, Pamela Kyle, A Translucent Mirror.  Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1999 

 

Elverskog, Johannes, Our Great Qing.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 2006 

 

Giersch, C. Patterson, Asian Borderlands.  Harvard University Press, 2006 

 

Hostetler, Laura, Qing Colonial Enterprise.  University of Chicago Press, 2001 

 

Lessing, F. D., Yung-ho-kung.  Göteborg: Elanders Boktryckeri Aktiebolag, 1942 

 

Perdue, Peter, China Marches West. Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 2005 

 

Rawski, Evelyn S., The Last Emperors.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1998 

 


