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Topics in Eurasian History: The Mongol Empire and its Successors 

 
DRAFTR Syllabus 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

D.O.Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford, 1986), 5-31 
 
2. Pastoral Nomadism and Nomadic Empires before the Mongols 
 
 

 
Sima Qian,in B. Watson (trans.) Records of the Grand Historian of China (New York, 
1961), vol. 2, pp.155-6 [DS748/s8 805673] 
 
A. Khazanov, Nomads and the Outside World (Madison Wisconsin, 1994), pp. 
44-53  
 
Th. J. Barfield, The Nomadic Alternative (Englewood Cliffs, NJ, 1993). 
 
3. Asia on Eve of Genghis Khan 
 
Relevant Chapter in Morgan 
 
4. The Rise of the Genghis Khan 
 
Juwayni, in J.A. Boyle (tr.), The History of World Conqueror (Manchester, 1958), 

vol.1, 34-39. [DS22 J613/0159254]. 
 
Igor deRachewiltz (translated and annotated), The Secret History of the Mongols 

(Leiden, 2004), Vol. 1, pp.  1-16 (see also commentary pp. 221-340) 
OR:  
I. deRachewiltz (trans.), “The Secret History of the Mongols,” Papers on Far Eastern 

History, 4 (September, 1971), 118-132 (notes, pp. 153-158). 
 
P. Rachnevsky, Genghis Khan (Oxford, 1991), 1-169   
 

5. The Khan’s Empire 
 
Video: “Storm from the East.” 
 

Juwayni, in J.A. Boyle (tr.), The History of World Conqueror (Manchester, 1958), 1: 
23-34, 77-81, 133-35. 
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Igor deRachewiltz (tr), “The Secret History of the Mongols,” Papers on Far Eastern 

History, 30 (September, 1984), 88-95 (notes 130-140) OR  
 
Igor deRachewiltz (translated and annotated), The Secret History of the Mongols 

(Leiden, 2004), Vol. 1, pp 181-188. 
 
6. From Genghis to Kublai part 1: 
 
J.Fletcher,”The Mongols: Ecological and Social Perspectives,” Harvard Journal of 

Asiatic Studies, 46 (1986), 11-50. Rpt. in J. Fletcher, Studies on Chinese and 
Islamic Inner Asia (London, 1995). 

 
 
7. From Genghis to Kublai part 1: 
 
Video: Part two of the “Storm from the East” 
P. Jackson  (trans. And ed.) with assistance of D. Morgan. The Mission of Friar 

William of Rubruck (London, 1990), 167-170, 226-35. 
 
John of Plano Carpini, in Ch. Dawson (ed.), The Mongol Mission (New York, 1955), 

32-38. 
 

 
T. Th. Allsen, Mongol Imperialism: The Policies of the Grand Khan Mongke in 

China, Russia and the Islamic Lands, 1251-1259. (Berkeley, 1989). 
 
 T. Th. Allsen, “The Rise of the Mongolian Empire and Mongolian Rule in North 

China,” in H. Franke and D. Twitchett (eds.), The Cambridge History of China 
vol. 6  (Cambridge, 1994), 321-413. 

 
P. Jackson, “The Dissolution of the Mongol Empire,” Central Asiatic Journal, Vol. 22 

(1978), 186-244. 
 
8. Kublai and the Yuan Khanate 
 
 
Rashid al-Din, The Successors of Genghis Khan, tr. J. A. Boyle (New York, 1971), 

252-65; 273-78 
 
M. Rossabi, Khubilai Khan (Berkeley, 1988). 
 
9. The Yuan Khanate: Political and Administrative History 
 
 
J.D. Langlois, “Introduction,” in idem, ed. China under Mongol Rule (Princeton, 

1981), 1-20. 
 
Rashid al-Din, The Successors of Genghis Khan, tr. J. A. Boyle (New York, 1971),  

270-73, 288-93.   
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J.W. Jay, A Change in Dynasties: Loyalism in Thirteenth Century China  

(Bellingham, 1991) 
 
R. L. Davis, Wind Against the Mountain: The Crisis of Politics and Culture in 

Thirteenth Century China (Cambridge, Mass, 1996). 
 
 
10. The Yuan in travelogues: Marco Polo 
 
Marco Polo, The Travels (ed. And trans Yule and Cordier, rpt New York, 1992),vol. 1 

356-358, 362-66, 374-75. 
F. Woods, Did Marco Polo go to China? (London, 1995), 5-8, 64-75, 140-151. 

  
 

I. de Rachewiltz, “Marco Polo went to China,” Zentralasiatische Studien, 27 (1997), 
34-92  

 
 
11. The Yuan Khanate in travelogue: Cosmopolitanism 
.  

H. A. R. Gibb (trans.), The Travels of Ibn Battuta, Vol. 4 (London, 1994),  903-910. 
 
Th.T. Allsen, Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eurasia (Cambridge, 2001), 189-211 
 
 
12. Yuan Khanate: Economy and Society  

 
 

Th. T. Allsen, “Ever Closer Encounters: The Appropriation of Culture and the 
Apportionment of Peoples in the Mongol Empire,” Journal of Early Modern 
History, 1 (1997), 2-23. 

 
Pegolotti's Merchant Handbook,  in 

http://depts.washington.edu/uwch/silkroad/texts/pegol.html 
 

OR 
 
Li Bozhong, "Was There a 'Fourteenth Century Turning Point'? Populations, Land, 

Technology and Farm Management," in P. J. Smith and R. von Glahn, The 
Song-Yuan-Ming transition  (Cambridge MA, 2003), 135-175   

 
T. Th. Allsen, “Mongolian Princes and Their Merchant Partners, 1200-1260,” Asia 

Major, third series, Vol. II/part 2 (1989), 83-127. 
 
T. Th. Allsen, Commodity and Exchange in the Mongol Empire (Cambridge, 1997). 
 
13. The Yuan Khanate: The Chinese Reaction—politics and Gender 
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Chen Yuan, Western and Central Asians in China under  the Mongols: Their 
Transformation into Chinese (Rpt. Nettetal, 1989), 18-40. 

 
F.W. Mote, Imperial China: 900-1800 (Cambridge, MA, 1999), 503-513 
 
B. Birge, “Levirate, Marriage and the Revival of Widow Chastity in Yuan China,” 

Asia Major , third series, Vol. VIII/part 2 (1995), 107-153.  
 
14. The Yuan Khanate: The Chinese Reaction: the Arts 

 
Kuan Han-ch'ing, "The Injustice Done to Tou Ngo," in  Liu Jung-en (trans.), Six Yuan 

Plays (London, 1972), 115-158 
 
Liu Jung-en, "Inroduction," in his Six Yuan Plays (London, 1972), 7-35.  
 
P.K. Bol, “Examinations and Orthodoxies: 1070 and 1313 Compared,” in T. Huters, 

R. Bin Wong and Pauline Yu (eds), Culture and State in Chinese History 
(Stanford, 1997), 29-58. 

 
J.D. Langlois, “Political Thought in Chin-hua under Mongol Rule,” in idem (ed.), 

China under Mongol Rule (Prinnceton, 1981), 137-185.  
 
15. Yuan Appraisal  
 
H.Okada, “China as a Successor State to the Mongol Empire,” in R.Amitai-Preiss and 

D. O. Morgan (eds.), The Mongol Empire and its Legacy (Leiden, 1999), 260-
273. 

J. W. Dardess, “Did the Mongols Matter? Territory, Power and the Intelligencia in China 
from the Northern Song to the Early Ming,” in P. J. Smith and R. von Glahn, The 
Song-Yuan-Ming transition  (Cambridge MA, 2003), 111-134. 

  
P. J. Smith, "Impressions of the Song-Yuan-Ming transition: The Evidence from Biji 

Memoirs," in P. J. Smith and R. von Glahn, The Song-Yuan-Ming transition  
(Cambridge MA, 2003),71-111. 

  
 
 

16. The Ilkhanid Empire in Iran 
 
Ch. Melville, "The Mongols in Iran," in L. Comaroff and S. Carboni (eds.), The 

Legacy of Genghis Khan: Courtly Art and Culture in Western Asia, 1256-1353 
(New York and New Haven, 2003), 36-61. 

 
J. A. Boyle, “The Death of the Last Abbasid Caliph: A Contemporary Muslim 

Account,” JSS, 6 (1961), 151-161; rpt. in idem, The Mongol World Empire 1206-
1370 (London, 1976)  [DS 19 B69  86002] [Nasir al-Din Tusi] 

 
B. Lewis (ed. and trans.), Islam (New York, 1974). Vol. 1, pp. 81-84. [Ibn al-Kathir] 
 

17. The Ilkhanid Empire: the Mongol Legacy in Iran  
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. 

B. Fregner, “Iran under Ilkhanid Rule in a World History Perspective,”in D. Aigle 
(ed), L’Iran face a la domination mongole (Tehran, 1997), 120-130. 

 
18. The Golden Horde: The Russian Mongol State 

 
 

Ch. J. Halperin, “Russia in the Mongol Empire in Comparative Perspective,”  Harvard 
Journal of Asiatic Studies, 43/1 (1983), 239-61 

 
D. Ostrowski, Muscovy and the Mongols: Cross Cultural Influences on the Steppe 

Frontier, 1304-1589 (Cambridge, 1998). 
 
Trubetskoi, N.S. “The Legacy of Chinggis Khan,” in his The Legacy of Chinggis 

Khan and Other Essays on Russia’s Identity (Ann Arbor, 1991).  
 
19. The Mongols and Western Europe 
 
  

A. W. Budge (trans.), The Monks of Kublai Khan (London, 1928), 166-197. 
 
P. Jackson, “Medieval Christendom’s encounter with the alien,” Historical Research  

74 (2001), 347-369. 
 
P. Jackson, The Mongols and the West  (Harlow, 2005). 
 
20. The Mongols in Central Asia: The house of Chagatai 

 
 

Rashid al-Din, The Successors of Chinggis Khan (trans. J.A. Boyle, New York and 
London, 1971), 139-142 

 
Marco Polo, Travels, II, 457-465 
  
 

M. Biran, Qaidu and the Rise of the Independent Mongol State in Central Asia 
(London, 1997), 1-3, 107-112.  

 
21. Timur: Central Asian Mongol Legacy 

 
B. Manz, The Rise and Rule of Tamerlane (Cambridge, 1989) 
 
B. Manz, “Tamerlane’s career and its uses,” Journal of World History, 13 (2002), 1-

25. 
 
22. The Mongols and China after the Yuan: The Ming in Central Asia 

 
A. Waldron, “The Problem of the Great Wall of China,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic 

Studies, 43/2 (1983), 643-663. 
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T. J. Barfield, The Perilous Frontier (Oxford, 1989), 229-250, 264-5 
 
H. Serruys, The Mongols and Ming China (Collected articles, London, 1992). 
 
E. Farmer,Zhu Yuanzhang and Early Ming Legislation (Leiden, 1995). 
 
23. The Mongols and Buddhism 

 
W. Heissig, The Religions of Mongolia (Berkeley, 1970), 24-35. 
 
J. Elverskog, The Jewel Translucent Sutra (Leiden, 2003), 62-75  
 
S. Jagchid, “The Mancu-Ch’ing Policy towards Mongolian Religion,” in idem, 

Mongolian Studies (Provo, 1988), 141-155 
 
 
24. The Manchus as successors of the Mongols 
 

D.M. Farquhar, “The Origins of the Manchu’s Mongolian Policy,” in J.K. Fairbank 
(ed.), The Chinese World Order (Cambridge, Mass, 1968), 198-205. 

F.W. Cleaves, “A Mongolian Rescript of the Fifth Year of Degedü Erdem-tü  (1640), 
Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 46/1 (1986), 186-7. 

P. C. Perdue. China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia 
(Cambridge MA, 2005), 122-27. 

 
N. Di Cosmo and B. Dalizhabu, Manchu-Mongol Relations on the Eve of the Qing 

Conquest (1616-1626) (Leiden, 2003). 
E.S. Rawsky, “Re-invisioning the Qing: The Significance of the Qing Period in 

Chinese History,” Journal of Asian Studies, 55/4 (1996), 829-850. 
  

 
25. The Zungars: the last Nomadic Empire 

  
Barfield, The Perilous Frontier, 277-296. 
 
F. W. Mote, Imperial China 900-1800 , 868-876. 

 
P. C. Perdue. China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia 

(Cambridge MA, 2005). 
 
C.R. Bawden, The Modern History of Mongolia (London, 1968), 39-187 

 
26. Twentieth Century Inner and Outer Mongolia 
 

T.N. Haining, “Between the Kremlin and the Forbidden City,” in S. Akiner (ed.), 
Mongolia Today  (London, 1991), 32-56.  

 
S. Katkin and B.A. Elleman (eds.), Mongolia in the 20th Century  (London, 1999) 
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27. Perceptions of the Great Khan in Mongolia and China 

 
 

Almaz Khan, “Chinggis Khan: From Imperial Ancestor to Ethnic Hero,” in S. Harrel 
(ed.), Cultural Encounters on China’s Ethnic Frontiers (Seatle & London, 
1995), 248-277. 

 
P.L.W Sabloff,”Genghis Khan, Father of Mongolian Democracy,” in Sabloff (ed.), 

Modern Mongolia: Reclaiming Genghis Khan (Philadephia and Ulaanbaatar, 
2001), 91-119. 

 
22. THe Mongols in the 21st Century. 
 
 
M. Rossabi, Modern Mongolia: From Khans to Commissars to Capitalists (Berkeley, 

2005), pp. 225-251 
 


