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The Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Syllabus Outline 

 

The subject introduction adopts a chronological approach to the study of the Arab-

Israeli conflict from its origins at the start of the 20
th

 century through to the peace 

process of recent decades. It aims to provide an in-depth historical analysis of the 

complex development of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and assess its interaction with Arab 

and Israeli domestic politics. In specific terms, it introduces students to the main 

secondary literature and primary documentation on the Arab-Israeli conflict.  

 

The syllabus is divided into the following sections: 

 

1. The development of the Zionist movement in Palestine and the Arab 

responses, 1918-1948 

2. The 1948 War: the birth of Israel  

3. The development of the Arab states 

4. The Suez Crisis: internal and external turning point 

5. The rise of Pan-Arabism and Nasser 

6. The Six Day War: the new Israel 

7. From War to War, 1967-1973 

8. The October 1973 War  

9. The rise of the Likud in Israel 

10. Israeli-Egyptian peace  

11. Israel’s Lebanon War, 1982-2000 

12. The Palestinian Intifada, 1987-1992 

13. From the Persian Gulf War to Madrid 

14. The Oslo Peace Accords, 1993: the start of the end? 

15. Israel-Jordan: from secret to public peace 

16. The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and its effect on the Peace Process 

17. From Hebron to Wye: peacemaking under Netanyahu  

18. Israel’s changing role in the Middle East  

19. Conclusions  

 

Each section contains a summary of background information on the topic, specific 

areas to focus on, and a bibliography. Sources are categorised as either ‘recommended 

reading’ or ‘background reading’. Students are advised to have looked at one of the 

recommended reading texts prior to each of the lectures.  

 

Method of Assessment 

 

BA Students 

The subject is assessed by one three hour written examination in May/June 2009 

(70% of final mark). You will be asked to answer three essay questions from a 

choice of ten. The questions will reflect the topics covered in the syllabus, but not all 

of them will necessarily feature in any particular exam paper. You should therefore 

make sure that you have covered enough of the syllabus to enable you to answer fully 
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the required number of questions. Two coursework essays of 2,500 words from the 

enclosed list (30% of final mark) 

 

MA Students 

Students take a three hour dedicated MA written examination in May/June 2009. You 

will be asked to answer three questions from a total of ten (80% of final mark). The 

questions will reflect the topics covered in the syllabus, but not all of them will 

necessarily feature in any particular exam paper. You should therefore make sure that 

you have covered enough of the syllabus to enable you to answer fully the required 

number of questions. One coursework essay of 5,000 words from the enclosed list 

(20% of final mark) 
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BA Coursework Essays 2009-2010 
 

The Arab-Israeli Conflict  

 

 

Choose Two of the following questions.  

 

Answer in 2,500 words each.  

 

First Essay due on Wednesday 16
th

 December 2009. 

Second Essay due on Wednesday 24
th

 March 2010. 

 

 

Remember to read the Hebrew and Jewish Studies Departmental Style Sheet for 

writing essays. 

 

1. To what extent was the War of Attrition (1967-1970) a direct result of Israel’s 

victory in the June 1967 War.  

 

2. Assess the motives and the impact of the decision by the Israeli government 

not to respond to attacks by Iraq during the Persian Gulf War of 1991. 

 

3. Examine the changing role of the Soviet Union in the Middle East between 

1956 and 1991.     

 

4. Discuss the extent to which the Arab-Israeli Wars of 1967 and 1973 were 

caused by internal Arab and Israeli political dynamics. 

 

5. Choose TWO of the following peace agreements and discuss their significance 

to the Arab-Israeli conflict: 

A. The Camp David Accords (1978) 

B. Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty (1994) 

C. The Hebron Agreement (1997) 

D. The Wye Memorandum (1998) 

 

6. Assess the various roles of the United States in the peace process from the 

signing of the Declaration of Principles in 1993 to the present day.   

 

7. Evaluate the role of the Lebanon War (1982-2000) in changing the strategic 

map of the Middle East. 

 

8. Assess the importance of the Rabin-Shamir Peace Plan of 1988 in laying the 

foundations for the Israeli-PLO peace process of the 1990’s.  

 

9.  Evaluate the extent to which President Nasser of Egypt managed to 

orchestrate a unified Arab position towards Israel on the eve of the June 1967 

War.  
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10. Examine the key differences between Israel’s ‘new historians’ and ‘old 

historians’ over the 1948 War. 

 

11. Evaluate the extent to which the Suez War of 1956 genuinely marked a 

turning point in the Middle East.  
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MA Coursework Essays 2009-2010 
 

The Arab-Israeli Conflict  

 

 

Choose One of the following questions.  

 

Answer in 5,000 words.  

 

Essay due on Wednesday 24
th

 March 2010. 

 

 

 

Remember to read the Hebrew and Jewish Studies Departmental Style Sheet for 

writing essays. 

 

1. To what extent was the War of Attrition (1967-1970) a direct result of Israel’s 

victory in the June 1967 War.  

 

2. Assess the motives and the impact of the decision by the Israeli government 

not to respond to attacks by Iraq during the Persian Gulf War of 1991. 

 

3. Examine the changing role of the Soviet Union in the Middle East between 

1956 and 1991.     

 

4. Discuss the extent to which the Arab-Israeli Wars of 1967 and 1973 were 

caused by internal Arab and Israeli political dynamics. 

 

5. Choose TWO of the following peace agreements and discuss their significance 

to the Arab-Israeli conflict: 

i. The Camp David Accords (1978) 

ii. Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty (1994) 

iii. The Hebron Agreement (1997) 

iv. The Wye Memorandum (1998) 

 

6. Assess the various roles of the United States in the peace process from the 

signing of the Declaration of Principles in 1993 to the present day.   

 

7. Evaluate the role of the Lebanon War (1982-2000) in changing the strategic 

map of the Middle East. 

 

8. Assess the importance of the Rabin-Shamir Peace Plan of 1988 in laying the 

foundations for the Israeli-PLO peace process of the 1990’s.  

 

9. Evaluate the extent to which President Nasser of Egypt managed to orchestrate 

a unified Arab position towards Israel on the eve of the June 1967 War.  
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12. Examine the key differences between Israel’s ‘new historians’ and ‘old 

historians’ over the 1948 War. 

 

13. Evaluate the extent to which the Suez War of 1956 genuinely marked a 

turning point in the Middle East.  
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Junior Year Abroad One-Term Students 

 

 Coursework Essays 2009-2010 
 

The Arab-Israeli Conflict  

 

 

Choose One of the following questions.  

 

Answer in 5,000 words each.  

 

 

1
st
 term only JYA’s Essay due on Wednesday 16

th
 December 2009. 

 

2
nd

 term only JYA’s Essay due on Wednesday 24
th

 March 2010. 

 

 

Remember to read the Hebrew and Jewish Studies Departmental Style Sheet for 

writing essays. 

 

1. To what extent was the War of Attrition (1967-1970) a direct result of Israel’s 

victory in the June 1967 War.  

 

2. Assess the motives and the impact of the decision by the Israeli government 

not to respond to attacks by Iraq during the Persian Gulf War of 1991. 

 

3. Examine the changing role of the Soviet Union in the Middle East between 

1956 and 1991.     

 

4. Discuss the extent to which the Arab-Israeli Wars of 1967 and 1973 were 

caused by internal Arab and Israeli political dynamics. 

 

5. Choose TWO of the following peace agreements and discuss their significance 

to the Arab-Israeli conflict: 

i. The Camp David Accords (1978) 

ii. Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty (1994) 

iii. The Hebron Agreement (1997) 

iv. The Wye Memorandum (1998) 

 

6. Assess the various roles of the United States in the peace process from the 

signing of the Declaration of Principles in 1993 to the present day.   

 

7. Evaluate the role of the Lebanon War (1982-2000) in changing the strategic 

map of the Middle East. 

 

8. Assess the importance of the Rabin-Shamir Peace Plan of 1988 in laying the 

foundations for the Israeli-PLO peace process of the 1990’s.  
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9. Evaluate the extent to which President Nasser of Egypt managed to orchestrate 

a unified Arab position towards Israel on the eve of the June 1967 War.  

 

10. Examine the key differences between Israel’s ‘new historians’ and ‘old 

historians’ over the 1948 War. 

 

11. Evaluate the extent to which the Suez War of 1956 genuinely marked a 

turning point in the Middle East.  

 

 

 

Junior Year Abroad Full Year Students 

 
JYA students who are here for the entire year follow the BA path outlined earlier in 

this section.  
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The Arab-Israeli Conflict 
General Reading List 

 

 These texts are designed to provide you with a general introduction to the core issues 

and events that you will cover in greater detail during your course of study.  

 

Read at least ONE from each of the following sections to help you prepare for the 

course.  

 

The specific reading lists for each lecture that also enclosed below are designed to 

help with the preparation of essays. Help will also be provided in using the UCL 

database of on-line journals, which is another important source of information.  

 

The Arab-Israeli conflict: 

 

 Herzog Chaim, The Arab-Israeli Wars, Vintage Books, New York, 1984. 

[ISBN 0-394-71746-5]. 

 Karsh Efraim (edited), From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-7146-4831-0]. 

 Lochery Neill, The Difficult Road to Peace: Netanyahu, Israel and the Peace 

Process, Ithaca Press, Reading, 1999. [ISBN 0-86372-217-2] 

 Quandt William, Peace Process: American Diplomacy and the Arab-Israeli 

Conflict since 1967, University of California Press, Berkeley, 2001. [ISBN 0-

520-22515-5]. 

 Tessler Mark, A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Indiana University 

Press, Bloomington, 1994. [ISBN 0-253-35848-5] 

 

 

General histories of the Middle East: 

 

 Lewis Bernard, The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of 

Christianity to the Present Day, Phoenix, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85799-411-

6]. 

 Mansfield Peter, A History of the Middle East, Viking, London and New 

York, 1991. [ISBN 0-670-81515-2]. 

 Yapp Malcolm, The Near East since the First World War: a History to 1995, 

Longman, London and New York, 1996. [ISBN 0-582-25651-8]. 

 

Political and economic studies of the Middle East: 

 

 Ayubi Nazih, Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle 

East, I. B. Tauris, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85043-828-5]. 

 Kedourie Elie, Politics in the Middle East, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 

1992. [ISBN 0-19-289154-5]. 

 Milton-Edwards Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, Polity 

Press, Cambridge, 2000. [ISBN 0-7456-1472-8]. 
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 Owen Roger, State Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle 

East, Routledge, London, 1992. [ISBN 0-415-07591-2]. 

 Richards Alan and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East: 

State, Class and Economic Development, Westview Press, Boulder and 

Oxford, 1990. [ISBN 0-8133-0156-4]. 

 

General histories of Israel: 

 

 Beilin Yossi, Israel: a Concise Political History, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 

London, 1992. [ISBN 0-297-82126-1].  

 Gilbert, Martin, Israel: a History, Doubleday, London, 1998. [ISBN 0-385-

40401-8]. 

 O’Brien, Conor Cruise, The Siege: the Story of Israel and Zionism, Paladin, 

London, 1986. [ISBN 0-586-08645-5]. 

 Sachar Howard, A History of Israel: from the Rise of Zionism to Our Time, 

Knopf, New York, 1979. [ISBN 0-394-73679-6]. 

 Sachar Howard, A History of Israel Volume 2: from the Aftermath of the Yom 

Kippur War, Oxford University Press, New York and Oxford, 1987. (NB: 

students need to read both volumes). [ISBN 0-19-504623-4].  

 

 

General histories of the Palestinians: 

 

 Cohen Amnon, Political Parties in the West Bank under the Jordanian Regime 

1949-1967, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, 1982. [ISBN 0-8014-1321-4]. 

 Hallaj Muhammad, ‘Taking Sides: Palestinians and Gulf Crisis’, Journal of 

Palestinian Studies, Volume 20 Number 3, spring 1991, pp.41-47. 

 Hart Alan, Arafat, Sidgwick and Jackson, London, 1994. [ISBN 0-283-06221-

5]. 

 Hroub Khaled, Hamas: Political Thought and Practice, Institute for Palestine 

Studies, Washington DC, 2000. [ISBN 0-88728-276-8].  

 Kimmerling Baruch and Joel Migdal, The Palestinians: the Making of a 

People, Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts, 1994. [ISBN 0-

674-65223-1].  

 Mazzawi Musa, Palestine and the Law: Guidelines for the Resolution of the 

Arab-Israeli Conflict, Ithaca Press, Reading, 1997. [ISBN 0-86372-222-9]. 

 Milton-Edwards Beverley, Islamic Politics in Palestine, Tauris Academic 

Press, London, 1996. [ISBN 1-86064-049-4]. 

 Rubin Barry, Revolution until Victory?: the Politics and History of the PLO, 

Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts, 1994. [ISBN 0-674-

76803-5]. 
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Section 1 

 

The development of the Zionist movement in Palestine and the Arab 

responses, 1918-1948 

 

Background 

The development of the Zionist institutions in Palestine was vital on Israel’s road 

towards statehood. In essence, the Zionist leadership in Palestine set about developing 

the framework for a national home for the Jews using the ‘state within a state’ 

formula. The Zionist labour movement, in effect, aimed to develop a state in waiting, 

one on which the local Jewish population, and newly arriving immigrants, were 

heavily dependent for their everyday needs. Central to this aim was the setting up of 

strong political parties, trade unions, immigrant absorption machines, armed forces 

and economy (both the agricultural and industrial sectors).  

 

The success of these institutions was borne out by the ease with which they were 

transformed into a fully sovereign state in 1948. Perhaps the two most significant 

developments during the period of the British Mandate were the setting up of the 

Histadrut (the General Federation of Hebrew Labour) in 1920 and the formation of 

the political party Mapai in 1930. The latter proved to be, in one form or another, the 

dominant political force in both the Yishuv (Jewish settlement and communal 

organisations in the pre-state period in Palestine) and in the state of Israel until 1977.  

It was from this party that the early national leaders of Israel emerged, where figures 

such as David Ben-Gurion and Moshe Sharett all had their roots. 

 

Throughout the 1920’s and 1930’s, during the era of the British Mandate, Palestine 

was run along the lines of a British colony. British High Commissioners had to deal 

with increasing anger from Arab residents over the continuing Jewish immigration. 

During this period, hostilities between the local Arab population and the Jews 

increased with the resulting outbreaks of violence and general civil unrest. The British 

position reflected these difficulties and as a result the British established a framework 

policy for limiting Jewish immigration to Palestine 

 

Key Questions 

1. What role did external actors play in shaping the development of the 

Zionist movement in Palestine between 1918 and 1948?  

2. The Jewish immigrants: who came and why? 

3. How successful were the Zionist institutions that were developed in the 

Yishuv, and why?  

4. Assess the divisions within the Zionist camp. 

5. Was there a possibly of peaceful coexistence in Palestine between Jews 

and Arabs during the pre-state period?  

 

 

Recommended reading  

 Cohen Mitchell, Zion and State: Nation, Class and the Shaping of Modern Israel, 

Basil Blackwell, Oxford and New York, 1987. [ISBN 0-321-07941-9].  

 Laqueur Walter, A History of Zionism, Schocken Books, New York, 1989. [ISBN 

0-8052-0899-2].  
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 Reinharz Jehuda and Anita Shapira (editors), Essential Papers on Zionism, Cassell 

(New York University Press), London, 1996. [ISBN 0-304-33585].  

 Shapira Anita, Land and Power: the Zionist Resort to Force, 1881-1948, Stanford 

University Press, Stanford, 1999. [ISBN 0-8047-3776-2].  

 Shimoni Gideon, The Zionist Ideology, Brandeis University Press, Hanover and 

London, 1995. [ISBN 0-87451-703-6].  

 

Background reading 

 Begin Menachem, The Revolt: the Story of the Irgun, Steimatzky, Tel Aviv, 1952. 

[ISBN 0-491-02203-4]. 

 Goldberg David, To the Promised Land: a History of Zionist Thought, Penguin 

Books, London, 1996. [ISBN 0-14-012512-4].  

 Karsh Efraim (edited), Israel the First Hundred Years: Volume One Israel’s 

Transition from Community to State, Frank Cass, London and Portland, 2000. 

[ISBN 0-7146-8023-0].  

 Katz Shmuel, Lone Wolf: a Biography of Vladimir (Ze’ev) Jabotinsky, Barricade 

Books, New York, 1996. [ISBN 1-56980-042-1].  

 Kellerman Aharon, Society and Settlement: Jewish Land in the Twentieth 

Century, State University of New York Press, Albany, 1993. [ISBN 0-7914-1296-

2].  

 Shafir Gershon, Land, Labour and the Origins of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 

1882-1914, University of California Press, Berkeley, 1996 [ISBN 0-520-20401-8].  

 Sofer Sasson, Zionism and the Foundations of Israeli Diplomacy, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge and New York, 1998. [ISBN 0-521-63012-6].  
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Section 2 

 

The 1948 War: the birth of Israel  
 

Background 

The first of the Arab-Israeli wars remains one of the costliest in terms of lives lost by 

both sides. Fought in two major stages, the first stage was characterised by Arab gains 

and Israeli losses. The second stage followed a period of ceasefire in which Israel had 

rearmed its army and was characterised by Israeli gains and Arab retreats. Eventually 

Israel signed formal Armistice agreements with the Arab states in 1949. The 

Palestinians were not represented at these talks and the lands that had been proposed 

for a Palestinian state by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine in 1947 

were divided between Israel and the Arab states.  

 

Key Questions 

1. How and why was the Palestinian refugee problem created? 

2. Could a peace process between Israel and the Arabs have begun in the 

period between 1948 and 1956? 

3. Consider the role played by external parties (USA, GB and the United 

Nations) in the 1948 War.  

4. How important was the arms race, and the so-called arms embargo in the 

Middle East, for the cause and outcome of the 1948 War?   

 

Currently, there are major debates among historians over all the above issues, and 

these are reflected in the reading lists. This has been caused, in part, by the release in 

Israel and Great Britain of selective documents that cover the war, and by the highly 

emotive nature of the issues. Many of them dating from 1948 remain relevant to the 

present day negotiators.  

 

Recommended reading  

 Heller Joseph, The Birth of Israel, 1945-1949, University of Florida Press, 

Gainesville Florida, 2000). [ISBN 0-8130-1732-7].  

 Karsh Efraim, ‘Benny Morris and the Reign of Error,’ Middle East Quarterly, 

Volume VI: Number 1, March 1999, pp. 15-28. (No ISBN].  

 Karsh Efraim, Fabricating Israeli History, Frank Cass, London and Portland, 

1997. [ISBN 071468063-X].  

 Masalha Nur, ‘A Critique on Benny Morris,’ in Ilan Pappe (edited), The 

Israel/Palestine Question: Rewriting Histories, PP. 211-220. [ISBN 0-415-

16948-8]. 

 Pappe Ilan (editor), The Israel/Palestine Question: Rewriting Histories, 

Routledge, London and New York, 1999. [ISBN 0-415-16948-9].  

 Shlaim Avi, ‘The Debate about 1948,’ in Ilan Pappe (edited), The 

Israel/Palestine Question: Rewriting Histories, PP. 171-192. . [ISBN 0-415-

16948-9].  

 

Background reading 

 Ilan Amitzur, The Origins of the Arab-Israeli Arms Race: Arms, Embargo, 

Military Power and Decision in the 1948 Palestine War, Macmillan, London, 

1996. [ISBN 0-333-63240-0]. 
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 Katz Jacob, History and the Historians: New and Old, The Institute of Jewish 

Studies: University College London, London, 1999. [No ISBN]  

 Kurzman Dan, Genesis 1948: the First Arab-Israeli War, Da Capo Press, New 

York, 1992. [ISBN 0-306-80473-5]. 

 Milstein Uri, History of the War of Independence Volume One: a Nation 

Girds for War, University Press of America, Lanham, New York and Oxford, 

1996. [ISBN 0-7618-0372-6].  

 Milstein Uri, History of the War of Independence Volume Three: the First 

Invasion, University Press of America, Lanham, New York and Oxford, 1996. 

[ISBN 0-7618-0721-7].  

 Milstein Uri, History of the War of Independence Volume Two: the First 

Month, University Press of America, Lanham, New York and Oxford, 1997. 

[ISBN 0-7618-0769-1].  

 Morag-Talmon Pnina, ‘The Integration Processes of Eastern Jews into Israeli 

Society, 1948-1988,’ in Malka Hillel Shulewitz (edited), The Forgotten 

Millions: the Modern Jewish Exodus from Arab Lands, PP.185-204. [ISBN 0-

3047-0078-9].  

 Morris Benny, Righteous Victims: a History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 

1981-1999, John Murray, London, 1999. [ISBN 0-7195-6222-8]. 

 Shlaim Avi, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World, W. W. Norton and 

Company, New York and London, 2000. [ISBN 0-393-04816-0].  

 Shulewitz Malka Hillel (editor), The Forgotten Millions: the Modern Jewish 

Exodus from Arab Lands, Cassell, New York, 1999. [ISBN 0-3047-0078-9]. 
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Section 3 

 

The development of the Arab states 

 

Background 

Central to the Arab-Israeli conflict has been the development of the Arab states. In the 

early years of the conflict the states were undergoing profound political, social and 

economic changes. In political terms many were going through a period of 

decolonalisation with monarchies replacing the colonial power. These states were 

highly unstable and volatile. As a result of the defeat of the Arab armies in the 1948 

war many of these monarchies did not survive and were replaced in coups by military 

leaders. The link between the domestic Arab politics and the Arab-Israeli conflicts is 

very strong. At times, the conflict was used by Arab leaders to deflect from domestic 

political or economic difficulties. It also helped provide a degree of legitimacy for the 

Arab leaders. As a result, it is important to examine developments in the major Arabs 

states from the time of their respective independence.  

 

Key Questions 

1. How does the political development of the State of Israel compare with that of 

the Arab state (Egypt, Jordan and Syria)? 

2. What were the main trends in the economic development of the Arab states 

(Egypt, Jordan and Syria) up to 1956? 

3. Evaluate the role of the ex-colonial powers (France and GB) in the politics and 

economy of Arab states up to 1956.  

 

 

Recommended reading 

 
 Ayubi Nazih, Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle 

East, I. B. Tauris, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85043-828-5].  

 Kedourie Elie, Politics in the Middle East, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 

1992. [ISBN 0-19-289154-5].  

 Lewis Bernard, The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of 

Christianity to the Present Day, Phoenix, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85799-411-

6].  

 Luciani Giacomo (edited), The Arab State, Routledge, London, 1990. [ISBN 

0-415-01060-8].  

 Mansfield Peter, A History of the Middle East, Viking, London and New 

York, 1991. [ISBN 0-670-81515-2] 

 Owen Roger, State Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle 

East, Routledge, London, 1992. [ISBN 0-415-07591-2].  

 Richards Alan and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East: 

State, Class and Economic Development, Westview Press, Boulder and 

Oxford, 1990. [ISBN 0-8133-0156-4].  

 

Background reading 

 Beblawi Hazen (edited), The Rentier State, Croom Helm, London and New 

York, 1987. [ISBN 0-7099-4144-7]. 
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 Hopwood Derek, Syria 1945-1986, Unwin Hyman, London, 1988. [ISBN 0-

04-445046-X].  

 Ma’oz Moshe, Joseph Ginat and Onn Winckler (edited), Modern Syria: from 

Ottoman Rule to Pivotal Role in the Middle East, Sussex Academic Press, 

Brighton, 1998. [ISBN 1-898723-83-4].  

 Milton-Edwards Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, Polity 

Press, Cambridge, 2000. [ISBN 0-7456-1472-8].  

 Niblock Tim and Emma Murphy (edited), Economic and Political 

Liberalisation in the Middle East, British Academic Press, London, 1993. 

[ISBN 1-85043-600-2].  

 Vatikiotis P., The History of Modern Egypt: from Muhammad to Mubarak, 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1991. [ISBN 0-297-82035-4].  

 Yapp Malcolm, The Near East since the First World War: a History to 1995, 

Longman, London and New York, 1996. [ISBN 0-582-25651-8]. 
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Section 4 

 

The Suez Crisis: internal and external turning point 

 

Background 

In the period following the signing of the armistice agreements in 1949 it became 

clear that these agreements would not serve as the precursor to ending the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. The Arab states steadfastly refused to accept Israel’s right to exist and saw 

the defeat in the 1948 War as temporary, something that needed to be rectified at a 

later date. Consequently, Israel in the period between 1949 and the start of the Suez 

crisis remained both politically and economically isolated in the region. Economic 

sanctions against Israeli commercial and maritime interests were imposed by Arab 

governments and cross border raids by fedayeen terrorist groups led to mounting 

casualties in Israel - many of which were civilian. Israel responded with retaliatory 

raids deep into Arab territory and consequently there was a near constant cycle of 

violence between 1948 and 1956.  

The issues at the core of the second Arab-Israeli war were much more complex than 

those involved in Israel’s War of Independence. There were a number of reasons for 

this: the direct participation of the United Kingdom and France in the planning and 

fighting stages of the conflict, the indirect participation of the United States and the 

Soviet Union, the complex strategic objectives of the participants and the shifting 

backdrop to the war. For the UK and France the Suez Crisis marked one of the last 

stands of the European colonial powers in the Middle East. Though it was clear, 

following the end of World War Two, that their influence was already declining, 

many policy makers in both countries appeared unaware of the extent of this decline. 

The outcome of the Suez crisis removed all such illusions. By the end of the war, the 

United States and the Soviet Union were the two major external actors in the region 

and this was to remain the case until the demise of the Soviet Union in the late 1980’s. 

From an Arab-Israeli perspective, the origins of the Suez War lay in the outcome of 

the 1948 war. Israel had been unable to translate its military success into a political 

victory - Arab recognition of Israel’s right to exist.  

Key Questions 

1. To what extent did the Suez War of 1956 genuinely mark a turning point in 

the internal politics of Israel and Egypt? 

2. What role did external actors play in the conflict (France, GB and USA)? 

3. How did the new strategic realties in the Middle East following the end of the 

Suez Crisis reflect the Cold War? 

 

Recommended reading 

 Kelly Saul and Anthony Gorst (editors), Whitehall and the Suez Crisis, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 2000. [ISBN 0-7146-8077]. 

 Kyle Keith, Suez, St. Martins Press, New York, 1991. [ISBN 0-312-

08422-6].  

 Oren Michael, The Origins of the Second Arab-Israeli Conflict, Frank 

Cass, London and Portland, 1992. [ISBN 0-7146-3430-1].  
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Background reading 

 Dayan Moshe, Diary of the Sinai Campaign, Da Capo Press, New York, 

1966. [ISBN 0-306-80451-4].  

 Gorst Anthony and Lewis Johnman (editors), The Suez Crisis, Routledge, 

London, 1997 (collection of documents). [ISBN 0-415-11450-0].  

 Hahn Peter, The United States, Great Britain and Egypt 1945-1956: 

Strategy and Diplomacy in the Early Cold War, The University of North 

Carolina Press, Chapel Hill and London, 1991. [ISBN 0-8078-1942-5]. 

 Levey Zach, Israel and the Western Powers, The University of North 

Carolina Press, Chapel Hill and London, 1991. [ISBN 0-8078-2368-6]. 

 Morris Benny, Israel’s Border Wars 1949-56: Arab Infiltration, Israeli 

Retaliation and the Countdown to the Suez War, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 

1993. [ISBN 0-19-827850-0].  

 Neff Donald, Warriors at Suez: Eisenhower Takes the US into the Middle 

East in 1956, Amana Books, Brattleboro Vermont, 1988. [ISBN 0-915597-

58-6].  
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Section 5 

The Rise of Pan Arabism and Nasser 

Background 

Between 1956 and 1967, while the Israeli-Egyptian border remained relatively quiet - 

mainly as a result of the stationing of the UN force to act as a buffer between the two 

sides - the Middle East continued to be extremely volatile. President Nasser was the 

central figure in the Arab world, and he continued to attempt to export his brand of 

Pan-Arabism to other Arab states. Nasser had survived the Suez War with his 

authority intact. His position within the Arab world had actually been enhanced since 

he was perceived as having stood up to Western imperial aggression. The military 

losses to Israel were compensated for by the rapid reassertion of his control over the 

areas that the Israeli forces had been forced to vacate. Nasser was a leader at the 

height of his powers and moved to become the dominant political force among the 

Arabs.  

Issues 

 The continued instability of Arab regimes during this period.  

 The merger of, Egypt and Syria into the United Arab Republic in February 

1958, on the Middle East. 

 The attempts by President Nasser to undermine the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan led by King Hussein.  

Key Questions 

1. Why did so many Arab regimes fail to survive? 

2. How important was the merger of Egypt and Syria for the Middle East? 

3. What methods did President Nasser of Egypt employ to export Pan-Arabism 

to the wider Arab world? 

 

Recommended reading 

 Kedourie Elie, Politics in the Middle East, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 

1992. [ISBN 0-19-289154-5].  

 Lewis Bernard, The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of 

Christianity to the Present Day, Phoenix, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85799-411-

6].  

 Owen Roger, State Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle 

East, Routledge, London, 1992. [ISBN 0-415-07591-2].  

 Richards Alan and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East: 

State, Class and Economic Development, Westview Press, Boulder and 

Oxford, 1990. [ISBN 0-8133-0156-4].  

 Vatikiotis P., The History of Modern Egypt: from Muhammad to Mubarak, 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1991. [ISBN 0-297-82035-4].  

 

Background reading 

 Ayubi Nazih, Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle 

East, I. B. Tauris, London, 1995. [ISBN 1-85043-828-5]. 
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 Beblawi Hazen (edited), The Rentier State, Croom Helm, London and New 

York, 1987. [ISBN 0-7099-4144-7].  

 Luciani Giacomo (edited), The Arab State, Routledge, London, 1990. [ISBN 

0-415-01060-8].  

 Mansfield Peter, A History of the Middle East, Viking, London and New 

York, 1991.  [ISBN 0-670-81515-2].  

 Milton-Edwards Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, Polity 

Press, Cambridge, 2000. [ISBN 0-7456-1472-8].  

 Yapp Malcolm, The Near East since the First World War: a History to 1995, 

Longman, London and New York, 1996. [ISBN 0-582-25651-8].  
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Section 6 

 

The Six-Day War: the new Israel 

 

Background 

The Six-Day War changed the strategic position of Israel in the Middle East beyond 

recognition. At its conclusion Israel controlled lands that could be used as a buffer 

zone, in the south the Sinai, in the west the West Bank and in the north the Golan 

Heights. An important feature of the new political map was the large numbers of 

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip that came under Israeli military rule. 

President Nasser suffered a humiliating defeat. Nasser had offered to resign in the 

middle of the war, but popular support persuaded him to stay on. In Jordan, King 

Hussein had paid a heavy price for entering the conflict and would not make the same 

mistake in the 1973 war. Syria had lost its ability to shell Israeli settlements from the 

Golan Heights, but its leadership vowed to return the Golan to Syrian control. 

Significantly, for the first time, Israel had bargaining chips to trade at potential Arab-

Israeli negotiations that were expected to follow the ending of the war. The reality, 

however, was different as it soon became clear that once more Israel would not be 

able to translate its military victory into a political one.  

Key Questions 

1. What were the main causes of the war? Pay special attention to the internal 

dynamics in Israel and the Arab world.  

2. Examine the changes to Israel’s borders, and assess the resulting new strategic 

balance of the Middle East, at the conclusion of the war. 

3. What were the divisions in the ruling Israeli Labour Party over what to do with 

the conquered lands between 1967 and 1973?  

4. How did each of the Arab states respond to the war, and why? 

 

 

Recommended reading 

 Aronson Shlomo, Israel’s Nuclear Programme: the Six Day War and its 

Ramifications, Kings College London Mediterraanean Studies, London, 1999. 

[No ISBN].  

 Gordon Haim, Looking Back at the June 1967 War, Praeger, Westport and 

London, 1999. [ISBN 0-275-96170-2]. E. 

 Hopwood Derek, Syria 1945-1986, Unwin Hyman, London, 1988. . [ISBN 0-

04-445046-X].  

 

Background reading 

 Kimche David and Dan Bawly, The Sandstorm, the Arab-Israeli War of June 

1967: Prelude and Aftermath, Secker and Warburg, London, 1968. [No ISBN 

number]  

 Cohen Avner, Israel and the Bomb, Columbia University Press, New York, 

1998. [ISBN 0-231-10482-0].  

 Kedourie Elie, Politics in the Middle East, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 

1992. [ISBN 0-19-289154-5].  
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Section 7 

From War to War, 1967-1973 

 

Background 

At the end of the Six-Day War there was a feeling in Israel that the defeat of Egypt, 

Jordan and Syria meant an end to the Arab-Israeli wars and that peace negotiations 

would follow in the imminent future. Israel had become the dominant power in the 

region and the fact that it controlled new lands, well beyond its borders, meant that it 

would enter the negotiations from a position of strength. Any hopes, however, that the 

Six-Day War would lead to peace were soon dispelled with the onset of what became 

known as the War of Attrition, fought between mid-1967 and the ceasefire in August 

1970.  

Political confirmation of the Arab hard-line position towards Israel appeared to come 

at the Khartoum Summit Conference on 1
st
 September 1967. It laid down the three 

no’s resolution: no recognition of Israel, no negotiations with Israel and no peace with 

Israel. President Nasser went further inserting an additional ‘no’ to the Khartoum 

resolution: no concessions on the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. Nasser 

moved quickly to attempt to rebuilt morale among the Egyptian armed forces, and 

developed a new military strategy based on three phases: the defensive rehabilitation 

phase, the offensive phase and the liberation phase. Nasser, in short, was in no mood 

for what would be seen as surrender, and though he would only live long enough to 

see the implementation of the first two phases of his plan, he pursued its aims with 

increasing vigour. After Nasser’s death in 1970, he was succeeded by Anwar el-Sadat 

who developed a plan for a limited war with Israel. 

Key Questions 

1. Consider the attempts of the US to broker peace deals between Israel and the 

Arab states through the Rogers 1 and Rogers 2 peace plans. Why did both 

plans fail? 

2. What role did the Superpowers play in the War of Attrition? Consider the 

political, military and economic dimensions of the issue.  

3. What were the main internal dynamics in Israel and in the Arab world between 

1967 and 1973?  

 

Recommended reading 

 Golan Galia, Yom Kippur and After, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 

1977. [No ISBN available].  

 Heikal Mohamad, Autumn of Fury, Random House, New York, 1983. [ISBN 

0-552-99098-1].  

 Herzog Chaim, The War of Atonement: the Inside Story of the Yom Kippur 

War 1973, Greenhill Books, London, 1998. [ISBN 1-85367-307-2].  

 Kumaraswamy P. (editor), Revisiting the Yom Kippur War, Frank Cass, 

London and Portland, 2000. [ISBN 0-7146-8067-2].  

 Roth Stephen (Edited), The Impact of the Six-Day War: a Twenty-Year 

Assessment, Macmillan Press, London, 1988. [ISBN 0-333-47106-7].  
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Background reading 

 Sella Amnon and Yael Yishai (Ediotrs), Israel: the Peaceful Belligerent, 1967-

1979, Macmillan Press, London, 1986. [ISBN 0-333-38775-9].  
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Section 8 

The October 1973 War 

 

Background 

The Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) War or as it is known by its other names, the 

October War, Ramadan War, or simply the 1973 War caused a trauma in Israel that 

has lasted to this day. In the short-term, it led to the shattering of the myth of Israeli 

invincibility that had developed since the 1967 War - and the security credentials of 

the political ruling elite from the Labour Alignment. The origins of the war itself, to a 

large degree, lie in the outcome of the Six Day War - and specifically the political and 

military lessons that the Arab leadership learnt from this defeat. President Sadat 

planned to recover the lands lost in 1967 to Israel by a mixture of political and 

military moves. Sadat concluded, correctly, that any military action taken by Egypt 

would be met by a massive retaliation by Israel. Consequently, the Egyptian leader 

understood that there was little alternative but to launch as big an attack as possible 

Key Questions 

1. What is the concept of limited war aims? How did it impact on the Arab 

prosecution of the war?  

2. What role did the superpowers (USA and the Soviet Union) play in the war 

and its immediate aftermath?  

3. What was the impact of the war on Israeli society?  

 

Recommended reading 

 Golan Galia, Yom Kippur and After, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 

1977. [No ISBN available].  

 Heikal Mohamad, Autumn of Fury, Random House, New York, 1983. [ISBN 

0-552-99098-1].  

 Herzog Chaim, The War of Atonement: the Inside Story of the Yom Kippur 

War 1973, Greenhill Books, London, 1998. [ISBN 1-85367-307-2].  

 Kumaraswamy P. (editor), Revisiting the Yom Kippur War, Frank Cass, 

London and Portland, 2000. [ISBN 0-7146-8067-2].  

 Lochery Neill, A Short History of Israel, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 

2001. (Forthcoming 2002).  
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Section 9 

 

The Rise of the Likud in Israel  
 

Background 

 

One of the major consequences of the initial failings of the Israeli elite in the 1973 

Yom Kippur War was its effect in hastening the decline of the ruling Labour Party, 

and following the 1977 elections the centre-right Likud led by Menachem Begin was 

able to form a coalition government for the first time. Prior to coming to power it was 

widely assumed that the Likud would adopt a hard-line approach to the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. What materialised during the first Begin-led administration was much more 

complex.  

After taking power, the Begin government attempted to develop a peace process on 

the Palestinian front with its Plan for Palestinian Autonomy, 28
th

 December 1977. 

Though the plan did not grant any degree of sovereignty to the Palestinians, the level 

of autonomy that Begin was willing to grant them surprised many from the right in 

Israel. The debate in Israel over Begin’s plans was somewhat superseded by the 

rejection of the plan by the vast majority of Palestinians, and Israel’s lack of a partner 

for negotiations among the Palestinians.  

 

Key Questions 

1. What were the major reasons for the decline of the Israeli Labour Party, and 

the coming to power of the Likud in 1977? 

2. Consider both changes and continuity in Israeli foreign policy during the era 

of the first Begin-led government.  

 

Recommended reading 

 Aronoff Myron, Israeli Visions and Divisions, Transaction Books, New 

Brunswick, 1991. [ISBN 0-88738-897-3]. 

 Aronoff Myron, Power and Ritual in the Israeli Labour Party, M. E. Sharpe, 

London, 1993. [ISBN 1-56324-106-4].  
 Eisenstadt Shmuel, Israeli Society Transformed, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 

London, 1985. [ISBN 0-297-78423-4].  

 Lochery Neill, The Israeli Labour Party: in the Shadow of the Likud, Ithaca 

Press, Reading, 1997. [ISBN 0-86372-217-2].  

 

Background reading 

 Arian Asher, The Second Republic: Politics in Israel, Chatham House, 

Chatham, 1998. [ISBN 1-56643-052-6].  

 Mahler Gregory, Israel: Government and Politics in a Maturing State, 

Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich, San Diego and New York, 1999. [ISBN 0-15-

547152-X].  

 Peretz Don and Gideon Doron, The Government and Politics of Israel, 

Westview Press, Boulder, 1997. [ISBN 0-8133-2409-2].  

 Reich Bernard and Gershon Kieval, Israel: Land of Tradition and Conflict, 

Westview Press, Boulder, 1993. [ISBN 0-8133-8222]. 
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Section 10 

 

Israeli-Egyptian peace 

 

Background 

 

In Egypt President el-Sadat was experiencing increasing domestic difficulties, both 

economic and political. The liberalisation of the Egyptian economy and the removal 

of subsidies on essential goods triggered the ‘bread riots’ in January 1977, the most 

serious civil disturbances seen in Egypt for 25 years. The riots only stopped when 

Sadat personally cancelled the price increases. After the Soviet Union had refused to 

reschedule Egyptian debt, Sadat looked to the USA, which agreed to help. Sadat, as a 

result, cancelled the Egyptian-Soviet Friendship Treaty, and from this point on Egypt 

has remained very much in the US camp. At the same time, Sadat became increasing 

concerned about the vacuum in the political process with Israel, noting the need for 

negotiations that would enable Egypt to regain the lands that it had lost in 1967. The 

return of the Sinai would go a long way to boosting his internal political position. In 

Israel, Begin faced similar domestic difficulties. The government appeared to be in a 

state of near permanent crisis, and there was widespread speculation that it would not 

see out its first term in office.  

 

Key Questions  

1. How important was President Sadat’s shift away from the Soviet Union to the 

United States camp in securing a peace deal with Israel?  

2. To what extent did the Palestinian issue influence the negotiations between 

Israel and Egypt?  

3. What role did the Carter administration play in facilitating an agreement 

between Israel and Egypt? 

 

 

 

Recommended reading 

 Carter Jimmy, The Blood of Abraham: Insights into the Middle East, 

Houghton-Miffen, Boston, 1985. (No ISBN].  

 Heikal Mohammed, Autumn of Fury: the Assassination of Sadat, Andre 

Deutsch, London, 1983. ISBN 0-552-99098-1].  

 Stein Kenneth, Heroic Diplomacy: Sadat, Kissinger, Carter, Begin, and the 

Quest for Arab-Israeli Peace, Routledge, London, 1999. [ISBN 0-415-92155-

4].  

 

Background reading 

 Boutros-Ghali Boutros, Egypt’s’ Road to Jerusalem, Random House, New 

York, 1996. [ISBN 0-697-45245-1].  

 Dayan Moshe, Breakthrough: a Personal Account of Egypt-Israel 

Negotiations, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1981. [No ISBN]  
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Section 11 

 

Israel’s Lebanon War, 1982-2000 

 

Background 

 

Israel’s war in Lebanon, named ‘Operation Peace for Galilee’, did not start in earnest 

until June 1982, but the underlying causes of the war can be traced back to two 

factors: the use of Lebanon for a base by the PLO, and the Lebanese civil war that 

brought anarchy to the country. Prior to 1982, Israeli military planners had been 

preparing a major operation to permanently remove the PLO from southern Lebanon. 

The political planners, however, had a more complex operation in mind that involved 

helping to install a pro-Israel Christian leader in power in Beirut. In simple terms, 

Israel planned to enter the complex and dangerous world of Lebanese politics in order 

to try to affect the balance of power in the country. Central to the scheme of those 

who supported the direct intervention in Lebanese politics was the need for secrecy, 

and therefore during the initial stages of the operation, the military objectives were to 

be stressed to both the Israeli public and the wider world. The consequences of these 

actions had a profound impact on Israeli paramilitary and extra-parliamentary politics.  

Key Questions 

1. Examine the various stages of the war. What was the Israeli war aim for each 

stage? 

2. Assess the strategic value of Israel’s self declared security zone between 1985 

and 2000. 

3. What was the effect of Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon in 2000 on the Arab-

Israeli conflict? 

 

Recommended reading 

 Rabinovich Itamar, The War for Lebanon, Cornell University Press, Ithaca 

and London, 1985. [ISBN 0-8014-9313-7].  

 Ranstorp Magnus, Hizb’Allah in Lebanon, Macmillan, London, 1997. [ISBN 

0-333-68401-X].  

 Schiff Ze’ev and Ehud Ya’ari, Israel’s Lebanon War, George Allen and 

Unwin, London, 1984.  [ISBN 0-04-923078-6].  

 

Background reading 

 Bavly Dan and Eliahu Salpeter, Fire in Beirut: Israel’s War in Lebanon with 

the PLO, Stein and Day, New York, 1984. [ISBN 0-8128-2924-7].  

 Gilmour David, Lebanon: the Fractured Country, Sphere Books, London, 

1987. [ISBN 0-7474-0074-1].  

 Randall Jonathan, The Tragedy of Lebanon, the Hogarth Press, London, 1990.  
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Section 12 

 

The Palestinian Intifada, 1987-1992 

 

Background 

 

The popular uprising known by its Arabic name ‘Intifada’ started on 9
th

 December 

1987, after four Palestinian workers from the Gaza Strip were run over and killed by 

an Israeli truck. In the highly charged atmosphere of the time, rumours soon started to 

spread that it was not an accident, and during the funerals violent demonstrations 

broke out in the Jebalya refugee camp and other parts of the Gaza Strip. This incident 

proved to be only the catalyst, and the popular uprising in the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip that followed took both the Israeli government and the PLO leadership by 

surprise. The Intifada was to last for nearly six years, and it came to have a profound 

impact upon the peace process and the eventual decision of the Israeli government to 

open a dialogue with the PLO.  

The Intifada started against a general background of increasing Palestinian frustration 

in the territories over the failure of the peace process and amidst signs that the PLO 

was adopting a new and more pragmatic approach to dealing with Israel. Yasser 

Arafat declared that the PLO accepted the two-state solution to what he termed the 

Palestine question. In addition, he also appeared to embrace the diplomatic path to 

achieving the goal of a Palestinian state. Though the US administration of Ronald 

Reagan had some concerns over Arafat’s phrasing in the statements he made to 

confirm this new position, they eventually accepted that this marked a positive 

development in the peace process. The Israeli government, on the other hand, was 

deeply divided over the peace process. The National Unity Government, now led by 

Yitzhak Shamir, had reached a state of stalemate on the peace process with both the 

Cabinet and the Inner Security Cabinet splitting along party lines. The London 

Agreement of 1987, agreed in private between King Hussein of Jordan and Shimon 

Peres, became the divisive issue within the government. 

Key Questions 

1. How did the failure of the London Agreement of 1987, and the subsequent 

abandonment of Jordanian claims on the West Bank, lead to the start of the 

Intifada? 

2. Consider the changes in PLO policy and the adoption of the two-state solution 

in 1988. 

3. To what extent did the electoral stalemate in Israel, and the paralysis in the 

government, make peace making difficult at this stage?   

 

Recommended reading 

 Freedman Robert, The Middle East and the Peace Process: the Impact of the 

Oslo Accords, University Press of Florida, Gainesville, 1998. [ISBN 0-8130-

1554-5].  

 Makovsky David, Making Peace with the PLO, Westview Press, Boulder, 

1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2426-2].  

 Rubin Barry, Joseph Ginat and Moshe Ma’oz (editors), From War to Peace: 

Arab-Israeli Relations 1973-1993, New York University Press, New York, 

1994. [ISBN 0-8147-7462-8].  



 30 

 Schiff Ze’ev and Ehud Ya’ari, Intifada: the Palestinian Uprising, Israel’s Third 

Front, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1989, [ISBN 0-671-67530-3].  

 

Background reading 

 Flamhaft Ziva, Israel on the Road to Peace: Accepting the Unacceptable, 

Westview Press, Boulder, 1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2774-1].  

 Massalha Omar, Towards the Long Promised Peace, Saqi Books, London, 

1992. [ISBN 0-86356-065-2]. 
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Section 13 

 

From the Persian Gulf War to Madrid 

 

Background 

 

The Persian Gulf War was very different from Israel’s previous wars. No IDF 

personnel took part in it; Israel did not fire a shot in anger, but rather relied on the 

efforts of others to prevent attacks on Israel. Two of the strands of Israeli military 

doctrine were broken: the use of retaliation and self-reliance on security issues. The 

Persian Gulf War became Israel’s first television war; with round the clock coverage 

on the cable networks. As a result, PR and getting the message across became almost 

as important as the attacks themselves 

In the longer-term, the war had a strong impact of the arguments that both the doves 

and the security hawks in Israel used to support their positions on the future status of 

the territories. The doves argued that the maintenance of buffer zones using the West 

Bank did not stop the missiles from reaching their targets. The security hawks argued 

that without the West Bank under Israeli control, the Iraqis might have been more 

tempted to move troops westwards through Jordan and pose a direct threat to Israel’s 

eastern borders.  

In the months that followed the end of the war, the US embarked on intense 

diplomatic activity aimed at using the military victory as a basis for developing a 

political solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. The chosen mechanism for achieving 

this aim remained an international conference and direct talks between Israel and the 

Arab states. Secretary of State, James Baker, shuttled between Jerusalem and the Arab 

capitals, employing his considerable Texan charm to persuade the leaders to attend. 

Baker’s major political asset was the strength of the US, which following the collapse 

of the Soviet Union, had emerged as the single dominant power in the region. 

Eventually, the President of Syria agreed to take part in such a conference, and 

Shamir was given enough reassurances by the US in order to allow Israel to attend.  

Key Questions 

1. Examine the changes in the Middle East following the end of the Cold War 

2. To what extent did the Persian Gulf War impact upon Israeli-US relations? 

3. What were the short-term effects of PLO support for Iraq on the Arab-Israeli 

conflict? 

 

 

 

Recommended reading 

 Bentsur Eytan, Making Peace: a First Hand Account of the Arab-Israeli Peace 

Process, Praeger, London, 2001. [ISBN 0-275-96876-6].  

 Freedman Lawrence and Efraim Karsh, The Gulf Conflict 1990-1991, Faber 

and Faber, London and Boston, 1993. [ISBN 0-571-16457-9].  

 Khadduri Majid and Edmund Ghareeb, War in the Gulf 1990-1991: the Iraq-

Kuwait Conflict and its Implications, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1997. 

[ISBN 0-19-508384-9].  
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 Lochery Neill, The Israeli Labour Party in the Shadow of the Likud, Ithaca 

Press, Reading, 1997. [ISBN 0-86372-217-2].  

 

Background reading 

 Joyce Miriam, Kuwait 1945-1996: an Anglo-American Perspective, Frank 

Cass, London and Portland, 1998. [ISBN 0-71464863-9].  

 Levran Aharon, Israeli Strategy after Desert Storm: Lessons of the Second 

Gulf War, Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-71464755-1].  

 Rahman H., The Making of the Gulf War: origins of Kuwait’s Long Standing 

Territorial Dispute with Iraq, Ithaca Press, Reading, 1997. [ISBN 0-86372-

207-5].  

 Watson Bruce (edited), Military Lessons of the Gulf War, Greenhill Books, 

London, 1993. [ISBN 1-85367-136-3].  

 Woodward Bob, The Commanders, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1991. 

[ISBN 0-671-41367-8].  
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Section 14 

 

The Oslo Peace Accords, 1993, the start of the end? 

 

Background 

 

The election of the Labour Party under Yitzhak Rabin on 23
rd

 June 1992 was hailed as 

a victory for the peace block in Israel. The subsequent formation of a dovish looking 

government that included the newly formed left of centre Meretz and the ultra-

orthodox party Shas, appeared to indicate a major change of direction in Israel’s 

positions towards the peace process. Rabin initially moved with great caution on the 

peace process. By early 1993, however, it was clear that his government was in 

trouble with coalition partners threatening to leave the administration. The so-called 

secret Oslo channel was an ideal way out of the increasing domestic difficulties that 

the government found itself in. The Oslo negotiations were complex, often in a state 

of crisis, but with both sides away from their domestic constituencies, they appeared 

to be more pragmatic. The resulting agreement and its successors formed the basis of 

the peace process between the Israelis and the Palestinians during the 1990’s.  

Key Questions 

1. What was the perceived weakness of both the Israeli government and the PLO 

at the time of the negotiations? How did it affect them? 

2. Consider the use of creative ambiguity in the Oslo Accords.  

3. What were the major successes and failures of the Oslo Accords, 1993-2000? 

 

 

Recommended reading 

 Abbas Mahmoud, Through Secret Channels: the Road to Oslo, Garnet 

Publishing, reading, 1995. [ISBN 1-85964-047-8].  

 Beilin Yossi, Touching Peace: from the Oslo Accord to a Final Agreement, 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1999. [ISBN 0-297-64316-9].  

 Freedman Robert, The Middle East and the Peace Process: the Impact of the 

Oslo Accords, University Press of Florida, Gainesville, 1998. [ISBN 0-8130-

1554-5].  

 Karsh Efraim (edited), From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-7146-4831-0].  

 Hinnebusch Raymond, ‘Syria and the Transition to Peace’, in Robert 

Freedman (edited), The Middle East and the Peace Process: the Impact of the 

Oslo Accords, pp134-153. [ISBN 0-8130-1554-5].  

 Lochery Neill, The Difficult Road to Peace: Netanyahu, Israel and the Peace 

Process, Ithaca Press, Reading, 1999. [ISBN 0-86372-248-2].  

 Makovsky David, Making Peace with the PLO, Westview Press, Boulder, 

1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2426-2].  

 

Background reading 

 Corbin Jane, Gaza First: the Secret Norway Channel to Peace between Israel 

and the PLO, Bloomsbury, London, 1994. [ISBN 0-7475-1700-2].  

 Cordesman Anthony, Perilous Prospects: the Peace Process and the Arab-

Israeli Military Balance, Westview Press, Boulder, 1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2939-

6]. 
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 Darboub Leila, ‘Palestinian Public Opinion and the Peace Process’, Palestine-

Israel Journal, Volume 3 Number 3-4, 1996, pp. 109-117. [No ISBN]  

 Flamhaft Ziva, Israel on the Road to Peace: Accepting the Unacceptable, 

Westview Press, Boulder, 1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2774-1].  

 Golan Galia, ‘A Palestinian State from an Israeli Point of View’, Middle East 

Policy, 3/1, (1994), pp. 56-69. [No ISBN].  

 Malki Riad, ‘The Palestinian Opposition and Final-Status Negotiations’, 

Palestine-Israel Journal, Volume 3 Number 3-4 1996, pp. 95-99. [No ISBN]  

 Massalha Omar, Towards the Long Promised Peace, Saqi Books, London, 

1992. [ISBN 0-86356-065-2].  
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Section 15 

 

Israel-Jordan: from secret to public peace 

 
Background 

 

The negotiations that led to a peace agreement between Israel and Jordan proved to be 

much more straightforward, and less divisive, than the deals with the PLO. Once the 

PLO had signed a deal with Israel, King Hussein felt able to start the process of 

normalisation with Israel that soon gathered its own momentum. Indeed, the King 

became increasingly concerned over the possible development of an Israeli-PLO axis 

that would have severe implications for the Hashemite Kingdom. From a personal 

point of view, the signing of the Israel-PLO agreement allowed the King to complete 

what he viewed as the work of his grandfather, King Abdullah, who was murdered in 

front of him in 1951 for attempting to reach an accord with Israel. The King’s health 

problems may have played a role in his decision; he had been treated for cancer in the 

US earlier in 1994. In short, both the strategic and personal dynamics pushed King 

Hussein to move towards reaching a formal accord with Israel. There remained strong 

rejectionist forces in Jordan, which opposed any deal with Israel, so King Hussein had 

to move with great caution. During the initial stages of the negotiations, the secrecy 

that had characterised Jordan’s relations with Israel for nearly fifty years was 

maintained.  

Key Questions  

1. How important was the issue of water rights in the negotiations? 

2. Could the return of land by Israel to Jordan, and the subsequent leasing of this 

land back to Israel by Jordan, serve as a model to help solve other territorial 

disputes in the Middle East? 

3. What have been the effects of the peace deal on the Middle East in the period 

from 1994 to 2000? 

 
Recommended reading 

 

 Freedman Robert, The Middle East and the Peace Process: the Impact of the 

Oslo Accords, University Press of Florida, Gainesville, 1998. [ISBN 0-8130-

1554-5].  

 Lochery Neill, The Difficult Road to Peace: Netanyahu, Israel and the Peace 

1992. [ISBN 0-86372-248-2].  

 

Background reading 

 Beilin Yossi, Touching Peace: from the Oslo Accord to a Final Agreement, 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1999. [ISBN 0-297-64316-9].  

 Cordesman Anthony, Perilous Prospects: the Peace Process and the Arab-

Israeli Military Balance, Westview Press, Boulder, 1996. [ISBN 0-8133-2939-

6].   

 Karsh Efraim (edited), From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-7146-4831-0]. 
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Section 16 

 
The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and its effect on the Peace Process 

 

Background 

 

Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated on November 4
th

 1995, following a rally against 

political violence held in Tel Aviv. In assessing the short-term political impact of 

Rabin’s death, there are two clear consequences. It severely reduced the level of 

support for the opposition leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, personally, and for the parties 

of the right in general. The centre-ground voters, outraged by the assassination, 

clearly shifted back to the Labour Party. As it turned out, the shift in Israeli public 

opinion proved to be temporary, and a series of suicide bomb attacks by Islamic 

militants, in late February- early March 1996, redrew the political map of Israel once 

more. The attacks on buses shifted Israeli public opinion back towards the right. In 

essence, the question of Israeli personal security became the dominant issue at the 

heart of the political process. The assassination of Rabin had a profound impact upon 

the 1996 election campaign style, but little impact on the result. In the end, Netanyahu 

won a narrow but decisive victory by under 1% in Israel’s first direct election for PM. 

In the Knesset, both Likud and the Labour Party did badly, largely as result of the 

election system, but the overall balance between left and right remained relatively 

unchanged.  

Key Questions 

1. What were the short-term consequences for the peace process of the death of 

Rabin in the period between 1995 and 1996?  

2. What was the longer-term impact of Rabin’s death on the peace process in the 

period to 2000? 

3. To what extent, and in what ways, did rejectionist Islamic groups, such as 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad shape the direction and speed of the peace process 

between 1994-2000? 

 

Recommended reading 

 Karsh Efraim (edited), From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-7146-4831-0].  

 Lochery Neill, The Difficult Road to Peace: Netanyahu, Israel and the Peace 

1992. [ISBN 0-86372-248-2].  

 Peri Yoram (edited), The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, Stanford University 

Press, Stanford, 2000. [ISBN 0-8047-3837-8].  

 

Background reading 

 Beilin Yossi, Touching Peace: from the Oslo Accord to a Final Agreement, 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1999. [ISBN 0-297-64316-9].  

 Cordesman Anthony, Perilous Prospects: the Peace Process and the Arab-

Israeli Military Balance, Westview Press, Boulder, 1996. . [ISBN 0-8133-

2939-6].  

 Freedman Robert, The Middle East and the Peace Process: the Impact of the 

Oslo Accords, University Press of Florida, Gainesville, 1998. [ISBN 0-8130-

1554-5]. [ISBN 0-8130-1554-5].  
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Section 17 

 

From Hebron to Wye: peace making under Netanyahu 

 

Background 

 

The era of the Netanyahu government, 1996-1999, was one of near permanent crisis 

in the peace process. The collapse of the peace process, however, that so many 

forecasted in the immediate aftermath of his election victory in May 1996, did not 

happen until 1999. This resulted in part from the resilience of the Oslo Accords, but 

also from the ability of Netanyahu to push his coalition and Cabinet into making 

concessions when the time called. The PM was faced with the complex and difficult 

negotiations that were left over from the Rabin-Peres era, and in effect the most 

problematic issues such as Jerusalem, refugees and the issue of a Palestinian state 

remained to be dealt within the framework of final status negotiations. In addressing 

the issues Netanyahu had to deal with contradictory pressures: from the international 

community to make concessions  - and domestically a series of internal pressures 

from his Cabinet, party and wider coalition, not to make any further concessions. In 

numerical terms, over two-thirds of his coalition had at best severe reservations about 

the Oslo process, and many were strongly opposed to the agreements with the PLO. 

During his entire three-year period of office, the PM started from a position of 

weakness each time he brought an agreement before the Cabinet.  

Key Questions 

1. To what extent did coalition politics in Israel prevent progress on the peace 

process during the era of the Netanyahu government between 1996-1999? 

2. What led to the increasing divisions in Palestinian society? 

3. What were the major problems of the Hebron agreement (1997) and the Wye 

Agreement (1998)?  

 

Recommended reading. 

 Karsh Efraim (edited), From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-7146-4831-0].  

 Lochery Neill, The Difficult Road to Peace: Netanyahu, Israel and the Peace 

1992. [ISBN 0-86372-248-2].  
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Section 18 

 

Israel’s Changing Role in the Middle East  

 

Background 

 

Following the collapse of peace negotiations at Camp David between Israel and the 

Palestinians, and the political impasse that followed, a new Palestinian Intifada began 

in October 2000. 

The October 2000 Intifada has illustrated the complexity of the Arab world’s relations 

with Israel. The more pragmatic Arab countries, such as Egypt and Jordan, moved to 

prevent an escalation of the Israeli-Palestinians conflict for two reasons. First, in order 

to diminish the threat of the conflict turning into a full-scale regional war, and second, 

to prevent the unrest spreading into their countries. In the case of Jordan this was 

particularly important, given the fact that the majority of its population is of 

Palestinian origin. However, for Egypt this was also a factor since it had experienced 

in the past mass popular rallies against Israel. It was these domestic pressures that led 

Egypt to recall its Ambassador from Israel in November 2000. 

The reaction of the Arab states to the start of the Intifada demonstrates the increasing 

complexity of the Middle East politics, and in particular Israel’s place within it. Israel 

is no longer totally isolated, but nor is it fully integrated. Moreover, the Arab-Israeli 

conflict is no longer the only conflict in the Middle East. There is an increasing 

number of disputes between Arab states over the limited natural resources in the 

region.  

Key Questions 

1. How have security systems in the Middle East changed between 1994 and 

2000? 

2. Consider the increasing importance of the water issue in the Middle East 

3. What is the economic and military significance of Israel’s new alliance with 

Turkey from 1994 to 2000? 

 

 

Security Issues in the Middle East 

 

Recommended reading 

 Bar-Joseph Uri (editor), Israel’s National Security Towards the 21
st
 Century, 

Frank Cass, London and Portland, 2000. [ISBN 07146-5169-9]. 

 Tal Israel, National Security: the Israeli Experience, Praeger, London, 2000. 

[ISBN 0-275-96812-x].  

 

Background reading 

 Feldman Shai and Abdullah Toukan, Bridging the Gap: a Future Security 

Architecture for the Middle East, Rowman and Littlefield, Oxford, 1997. 

[ISBN 0-8476-8551-9].  

 Feldman Shai and Ariel Levite (editors), Arms Control and the New Middle 

East Security Environment, JCSS Study Number 23, Westview Press, 

Boulder, 1994. [ISBN 965-459-011-5].  
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 Inbar Efraim and Shmuel Sandler (editors), Middle East Security: Prospects 

for an Arms Control Regime, Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1995. [ISBN 

0-7146-4168-5].  

 Levran Aharon, Israeli Strategy after Desert Storm: Lessons of the Second 

Gulf War, Frank Cass, London and Portland, 1997. [ISBN 0-71464755-1].  

 

Water Issues in the Middle East 

 

Recommended reading 

 Drezon-Tepler Marcia. ‘Contested Water and the Prospects for Arab-Israeli 

Peace’, Middle Eastern Studies, Volume 30 Number 2, 1994. [No ISBN].  

 Rouyer Alwyn, Turning Water into Poliitcs: the Water Issue and the 

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, Macmillan Press, London, 2000. [ISBN 0-333-

69964-5].  

 Sherman Martin. The Politics of Water in the Middle East: An Israeli 

Perspective on the Hydro-Political Aspects of the Conflict, Macmillan Press 

1999. [ISBN 0-333-73483-1].  

 Shuval Hillel, ‘Approaches to Resolving The Water Conflicts Between Israel 

and her Neighbours’, Water International, Volume 17 1992, pp. 133-43. [No 

ISBN]. 

 

Background reading 

 Allen Roger and Mallat, Chibli (editors), Water in the Middle East, British 

Academy Press, London, 1995.  

 Bulloch John and Adel Darwish, Water Wars: Coming Conflicts in the Middle 

East, London, 1993. [ISBN 0-575-05797-1].  

 Elmusa Sarif, ‘The Jordan-Israel Water Agreement: A Model or an 

Exception’, Journal of Palestine Studies, Volume 24 Number 3, spring 1994, 

pp. 63-73. [No ISBN].  

 Rouyer Alwyn, ‘The Water Issue in the Palestinian-Israeli Peace Process,’ 

Survival, Volume 39 Number 2, summer 1997, pp. 57-81. [No ISBN]. B. 

 Rouyer, Alwyn, ‘Zionism and Water: Influences on Israel's Future Water 

Policy During the Pre-state Period’, Arab Studies Quarterly, winter 1997. [No 

ISBN]  

 Starr, Joyce ‘Water Wars’, Foreign Policy, Number 82, spring 1991, pp. 17-

36. [No ISBN]  

 

Israeli-Turkish Relations 

 

Recommended reading 

 Gresh Alain, ‘Turkish-Israeli-Syrian Relations and their Impact on the Middle 

East’, Middle East Journal, Volume 52 Number 2, spring 1998, pp.188-203. 

[No ISBN].  

 Gruen George, ‘Dynamic Progress in Turkish-Israeli Relations’, Israel Affairs, 

Volume 1 Number 4, summer 1995, pp.40-70. [No ISBN].  

 Lochery Neill, ‘Israel and Turkey: Deepening Ties and Strategic Implications 

1995-98’, Israel Affairs, Volume 5 Number 1, autumn 1998, pp.45-62. [No 

ISBN]. 
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Background reading 

 Hale William, Turkish Foreign Policy, 1774-2000, Frank Cass, London and 

Portland, 2000. [ISBN 0-7146-5051-4].  

 Kedourie Sylvia (editor), Seventy Five Years of the Turkish Republic, Frank 

Cass, London and Portland, 2000. [ISBN 0-7146-8099-0].  
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Conclusions 

 

Several general issues emerge from the processes outlined in this subject introduction. 

They include the following: 

 

1. The role of domestic Arab and Israeli politics in shaping the conflict needs to 

be considered from 1948 onwards. In the Arab world this was compounded by 

the instability of many Arab regimes, and the use of the Arab-Israeli conflict 

by leaders to deflect attention from increasing domestic difficulties, 

particularly economic ones. In Israel, the importance of coalition forming and 

maintenance has restricted the room for manoeuvre on the peace process of 

several Israeli leaders. This was particularly apparent during the political 

instability of the 1990’s, when Israel had five different prime ministers.  

 

2. The role of the external actors in the Arab-Israeli conflict has been central to 

both the wars and the efforts to reach peace agreements. It is important to 

consider the dynamic role of the United States from 1967 onwards, and 

particularly its attempt to bring peace to the area.  

 

Key Questions 

1. What have been the domestic restraints on foreign policy formation in Israel, 

Egypt, Jordan and Syria?  

2. Consider the changing role of the United States in the Arab-Israeli conflict.  

 

 

 
 


