CLAS 63255

HIST 93215

Sabine MacCormack, Winter 2010

Office Hours T.Th. 2-4 in 312 and by appt. Hesburgh Center (this is NOT in the Library?!)
Class meets: W 3-5.30 in Hesburgh Library, Special Collections (not 302 De Bartolo)

Environment, City and Countryside in ancient Rome and late antiquity

The course examines the nature of work, especially work on the land, and attitudes to it
and to the rural and urban environments, from the later Roman republic to late antiquity.
Cicero considered engagement with the land to be a laudable occupation, but he, like
Roman agricultural writers, was thinking of supervising work on the land, rather than
performing it himself. In late antiquity, by contrast, Christian writers considered work on
the land, along with other forms of physicial work to be honourable occupations, at least
in theory. Meanwhile, in the transition from ancient to Christian methods of time
reckoning, conceptions of language, and of the hours, days, weeks, months and years,
changed and contributed to the reformulation of the idea and reality of agricultural work.
These changes were also expressed in poetry and in the visual arts, and they can be traced
archaeologically on the land itself. The purpose of the course is to explore these and
related shifts in our evidence and to consider how they can be explained. On the one
hand, we are looking for practical explanations, i.e. changes in legal practice and the
practice of work; on the other hand, we are looking for shifts in the cultural, religious and
political environment in which people did their work and found meaning in it. To
measure change and continuity, the course concludes with a 13" century Italian
agricultural treatise and a 14th century Spanish translation of the late Roman agricultural
writer Palladius.

Your work for this class:
a) coming to class having done enough of the reading listed for each meeting to be
able to contribute to discussion usefully.
b) writing a research paper, due by Friday April 30th, and on no account any later.
Writing drafts, or partial drafts is a good idea, and | will look at them.



1 January 13",

Introduction. Themes, methods, logistics.

2 January 20™,
WORK

The nature and meaning of manual and agricultural work: some republican and early
imperial evidence. Members of the Roman elite found themselves caught between an
appreciation of work on the land which, so they felt, had made their ancestors great, and a
sense that manual work was inherently demeaning and incompatible with the life of the
spirit. What was the significance of this contradiction in Roman thinking, and did it
change over time?

Cicero, De officiis I, 150-157

Cicero, De senectute 7,24-25; 15,51-17,60

Seneca, Ad Lucilium 47; 65; 86; 88; 90

Dessau (1902), caput XVI, Tituli ministrorum vitae privatae, opificum, artificum
(numbers 7366-7817)

Van de Hoven (1996), 21-71

Joshel (1992)

Zimmer (1982)

Treggiari (1980)

Starks (2008 - this is about pantomime actresses, a less respectable profession)

3 January 27",
THE LAND

Cato, author of the earliest extant Roman agricultural treatise, wrote, during the early
phases of Roman imperial expansion, about Italian landed estates that were worked, not
by the dominus himself, but by slaves. However, Cato also sought to cultivate Roman
values that he believed predated the rise of Rome, and transmitted rituals of an earlier day
that he thought should continue being performed, even though the social and economic
context for these rituals had changed.

Cato, De agri cultura (read at least: preface; chapters 1; 131-134; 138-143)
Appian, B.Civ. 1, 7-33

Wissowa (1912), 18-38
Latte (1960), 65-107



Scheid (1998), 9-18

Toynbee vol. 2 (1965), pp. 286-415
Stevenson (1996)

Kolendo (1993)

Diederich (2007)

4 February 3rd,
AGRICULTURE AND THE LIFE OF THE CITY

Varro’s treatise on agriculture takes the form of three dialogues, the first of which is
addressed, by the aged author, to his wife for her guidance after his death. The import of
Varro’s advice should be considered in the context of the dramatic setting of each
dialogue, which reflects the political circumstances of the late republic. Varro’s greatest
reader was Vergil, who derived from these dialogues much of his agricultural
information, and also some of his poetic ideas.

Varro, De agri cultura Read at least: Book I, chapters 1-23; 56-69; Book I,
Preface; chapter 1; chapters 9-11; Book Ill, chapters 1-7; 12-13; 16-17

Lehmann (1997), pp. 51-66
Boscherini (1976)

Bianco (1976)

Garnsey (1983)

Andreau (1985)

Desy (1993)

Simelon (1993)

5 February 10th

MORE TEXT, AND WHAT TEXTS DON’T (NECESSARILY) SAY

Let’s figure out what Carandini was doing at Settefinestre ... (if our Library has not
found a copy of this work by the time we meet on Feb.10th, we'll have to skip this topic
and focus on the rest of the material).

Lucretius 5,783-1457 (to go with Varro)
Columella, Book I along with the preface

Greene (1986)
Broughton (1928)
Vallat (1991)
Simelon (1993)



Carandini, Settefinestre (1985)
Yntema (1993)
Maestre Maestre (1997)

6 February 17th,
WORK, PROFIT AND POETRY

Like his predecessors Cato and Varro, both of whom he had consulted, Columella
provided instruction as to how to make a landed estate profitable. He had a hankering
after the idea that the work should be done, on an estate of appropriate size, by the
dominus and a handful of helpers. But in effect, he also wrote for land owners who
employed slaves. He was fond of Vergil, whom he quoted constantly, and thought, pace
Mynors, that Vergil said things that were of practical use. What importance can we assign
such connections as we can find in our texts between pastoral poetry and the practical
concerns of working the land (for profit)?

(Note: The parts of Vergil and Columella here selected are about cereal crops and
related matters. One could equally well compare what they say about vines and olives, or
about animal husbandry.)

Vergil, Georgics | (read lines 147-175, and 438-515 in Latin)
Columella, On Agriculture 11, 6-13

(on villas, Horace, Ep. 1,10; Martial 3,47; 3,58; 10,30; Statius, Silvae 1,3; 11,2)

Burillo Mozota (1992)
Lloyd (1992)
Fitzgerald (2000)
Mynors (1990)
Wilkinson (1969)

7 February 24th,
TIME AND THE CALENDAR

Fasti and Menologia rustica portray two different views of time, one of the city, one
might say, and the other of the country: but more is at stake.

Degrassi (1963). The Menologium rusticum (Degrassi p.284 ff. is also in Dessau,
no. 8745)

Beard, North and Price (1998) vol.2, section 3,3.

[Lucretius 5,650-771]

Vergil, Georgics I, 204-258

Macrobius, Saturnalia 1,12,1-16,44.



MacMullen (1970)
Michels (1967)

Scheid (1998), pp. 39-54
Rupke (1995), pp. 191-425
Beard (1987)

SPRING BREAK
8 March 17th,
PERFECTING NATURE: GARDENS

Vergil mentioned that he would not write about gardens in any detail, which is why
Columella in his Book X took up the subject in Vergil’s footsteps, and in his honour
composed the book in verse. Regarding Pompeii, Jashemski writes about the gardens, and
Wallace Hadrill writes about the houses, which can lead one to overlook that the gardens
Jashemski describes are, for the most part, an aspect of domestic space, or domestic space
an aspect of the gardens. This has repercussions on how one should think about work
within the framework of the house. And also, of course, those Pompeian gardens were all
enclosed gardens, nature defined by culture, as it were.

Vergil, Georgics 1V,116-148
Columella Book 10

Jashemski (1979a)
Jashemski (1979Db)
Grimal (1969)

Wallace Hadrill (1994)
Carey (2003)

SPRING BREAK, FEBRUARY 27" - MARCH 2"

9. March 31st,
VERGIL
Vergil’s Georgics deserve a course in their own right, and this is not the occasion for
it. However, Varro’s presence in Vergil, and Vergil’s presence in Columella allow us to

review the sources we’ve studied to date in light of reading the Georgics.

Vergil, Georgics (allow enough time for this difficult but important text)



Erren (2003)
Wilkinson (1969)

Gale (1995)
Ross (1987)
Thomas (1999)
Mynors (1990)
10. April 7th,
PLINY

Pliny did not in the strict sense write an agricultural treatise, but agriculture is
included in his encyclopedic work. Selections appear below. What distinguishes Pliny
from others writing about agriculture is his larger context, which includes philosophical
issues (as for instance, his ideas about the nature of the earth), and questions of historical
development. Furthermore, while Italy was of the greatest interest to him, his overall
perspectives are of the Roman empire in its entirity. Book | of the Natural History is a
summary of the work and should be consulted to get an overview.

Pliny the Elder, Natural History Book 18 (for his sentiments on the earth at
18,1,1-5, see also Book 2,63,154-113,248); Book 19,1,1-10,32 (on fibre
producing plants); Book 21,1,1-14,27 (wreaths, roses, lilies, violets)

Read in Latin, Pliny, NH 18,1,1-5,24.

Pliny the Younger, Letters 2,8; 3,19; 4,6; 6,10; 7,18; 9,7, and especially 2,17 and
5,6, about his villas

[Vitruvius 6,6 on farmhouses; 8,1-6; 10,4-7 on water]
White (1970)
Carandini (1985)
Beardon (1992)
11. April 14th
MEASURING THE LAND

The Roman Landsurveyors (London 2000)
Columella 5, 1-3

Corpus Agrimensorum. Codices Graeci et Latini vol. 22, ed. Butzmann (1970) a
facsimile

Hinrichs (1989)



Dilke (1976)

Misurare la terra (1983-1985)
Gargola (1995)

Items from Chouquer et al. (1987)
Moatti (1993)

12. April 21st,
CHRISTIANA TEMPORA

Many Christians wrote about work, but among those who did so in Latin, it was
Augustine who observed people who worked, many of them members of his
congregation, most closely, and with most sympathy. Also, in his writings for and about
monks, he reformulated the social, cultural and religious significance of manual work.

Augustine, De opere monachorum
Augustine, Rule
Augustine, De Genesi ad litteram

Getty (1935)
Hamman (1979)
Keenan (1935)
Kehoe (1988)
Doelger (1950)
Geoghegan (1945)

13. April 28,
RUNNING YOUR OWN FARM

Careful readers of Palladius will find parallels for almost anything he says in the
earlier sources, Cato, Varro, Columella, Pliny. Nonetheless, Palladius describes a world
that differs substantially from the one to be encountered in his sources. Our task is to
discover how this is so, and what it tells us about the later Roman empire in the West.

Palladius
(also Gargilius Martialis)

Doelger (1950)

Vera (1998)

Garnsey (1998), pp. 151-165

Thébet (1993)

Giardina (1991)

Svennung (1935)

Frezouls (1980)

Gonzalo Bravo (in Maestre Maestre 1997)



14. Whenever
LEGACIES OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

Before concluding, we will take a look at an agricultural treatise of the thirteenth
century, to see what if anything has changed, in the mind of this author ...

Petrus de Cescentiis, Ruralia commoda
Palladius Rutilius Taurus Aemilianus. Obra de Agricultura traducida y
comentada en 1385 por Ferrer Sayol.
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