
 
 
 

UCL - INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
 

ARCL2034  
THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF  

THE NEAR EAST, 2000-300 BC 
 

2009/2010 
 

Year 2/3 Option 
0.5 unit 

 
Co-ordinator:  Professor Roger Matthews 

roger.matthews@ucl.ac.uk  
Room 411. Tel: 020 7679 7481 (Internal: 27481) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Entertainers and musicians depicted on a  
Hittite relief scene from Alaca Höyük, Turkey 

mailto:roger.matthews@ucl.ac.uk


 2 

1. OVERVIEW 
 

 

Short Description 
 

In this course we shall study major developments in the archaeology of the Near East in the 
Middle and Late Bronze Ages and the Iron Age, 2000-300 BC, focusing particularly on the areas 
covered today by Iraq, Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Jordan and Turkey, and to a lesser 
extent Cyprus, Egypt, and Arabia. Through study of a range of political entities including the 
Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Elamites, Canaan, and the Achaemenids, we shall consider broad 
themes such as imperialism, trade, sedentism and nomadism, urban and rural dynamics, cult and 
religion, economy and social structure.  
 
Students will gain an intellectual appreciation of important past cultures as well as an 
understanding of how contemporary archaeology in the Near East is situated within a shifting 
social and political setting.  
 
Teaching will be through lectures and a visit to the British Museum.  
 
A broad spread of assessment methods will be used. This course is normally a prerequisite for 
the second/third year course options ARCL3034 Archaeology of Early Anatolia and ARCL3051 
Archaeology of Mesopotamia. 
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3034-C580anatol.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3051-C609mesopot.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3051-C609mesopot.htm
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Week-by-Week Summary 
 
Lecture 1: 12th January 2010 
Introduction: sources, geography, and environment  
Mesopotamia, Syria, and the Persian Gulf, 2000-1590 BC 
 
Lecture 2: 19th January 2010 
Anatolia 2000-1200 BC 
Old Assyrian trade in Anatolia 
The Hittites and their neighbours 
 
Lecture 3: 26th January 2010 
Syria and the Levant 2000-1200 BC 
Mittani, Ugarit, Hazor, and the Sea Peoples 
 
Lecture 4: 2nd February 2010 
Mesopotamia 1590-900 BC 
Kassites and Middle Assyrians 
Iran 2000-1100 BC: Susa, Elam 
 
Lecture 5: 9th February 2010 
British Museum visit 
 
15th – 19th February 2010  READING WEEK 
 
Lecture 6: 23rd February 2010 
The Levant 1200-720 BC 
Philistines, Aramaeans, Phoenicians, Neo-Hittites, Israel and Judah 
 
Lecture 7: 2nd March 2010 
The Neo-Assyrian empire 934-610 BC 
History and structure of the Assyrian empire 
 
Lecture 8: 9th March 2010 
Anatolia 900-550 BC 
Iron Age states of Anatolia 
 
Lecture 9: 16th March 2010 
Babylonia 900-539 BC 
Babylon, Assyria, the Neo-Babylonian empire 
 
Lecture 10: 23rd March 2010 
The Achaemenid empire 550-330 BC 
History and structure of the Achaemenid empire 
 
Lecturers:  
All lectures will be by Professor Roger Matthews 
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Basic Texts 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Ben-Tor, A. (ed.) (1992) The Archaeology of Ancient Israel, New Haven: Yale University Press. INST 
ARCH DBE 100 BEN. 

Bryce, T. (1998) The Kingdom of the Hittites, Oxford: Oxford University Press. INST ARCH DBC 
200 BRY. 

Bryce, T. (2009) The Peoples and Places of Ancient Western Asia, London: Routledge. ANC HIST B2 
BRY. 

Chavalas, M. W. (2006) The Ancient Near East. Historical Sources in Translation, Oxford: Blackwell. 
ANC HIST B4 CHA. 

Crawford, H. (1998) Dilmun and its Gulf Neighbours, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
INST ARCH DBF CRA. 

Foster, B. R. and K. P. Foster (2009) Civilizations of Ancient Iraq. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press. ANC HIST D5 FOS. 

Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge. INST ARCH DBA 
100 KUH. 

Leick, G. (ed.) (2007) The Babylonian World. London: Routledge. ANC HIST D14 LEI 
Levy, T. E. (ed.) (1995) The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, London: Leicester University 

Press. INST ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 
Lloyd, S. (1978) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia from the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest, London: 

Thames and Hudson. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DBB 100 LLO. 
Macqueen, J. (1986) The Hittites and their Contemporaries in Asia Minor, London: Thames and Hudson. 

INST ARCH DBC 100 MAC. 
Matthews, R. (2003) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: Theories and Approaches, London: Routledge. 

INST ARCH DBB 100 MAT. 
Meyers, E. M. (ed.) (1997) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. INST ARCH DBA 100 MEY. 
Nissen, H. J. and P. Heine (2009) From Mesopotamia to Iraq. A Concise History, Chicago: University 

Press. INST ARCH Cataloguing. 
Oates, J. (1979) Babylon, London: Thames and Hudson. INST ARCH DBB 200 OAT; ISSUE 

DESK DBB 200 OAT. 
Pollock, S. and R. Bernbeck (eds) (2005) Archaeologies of the Middle East. Critical Perspectives, Oxford: 

Blackwell. INST ARCH DBA 100 POL, ISSUE DESK POL. 
Potts, D. T. (1997) Mesopotamian Civilization. The Material Foundations, London: Athlone Press. 

INST ARCH DBB 200 POT. 
Potts, D. T. (1999) The Archaeology of Elam, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 160-258. 

INST ARCH DBG 100 POT. 
Richard, S. (ed.) (2003) Near Eastern Archaeology. A Reader, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 367-82. 

INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 
Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File. 

INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 
Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge. INST ARCH DBC 100 

SAG. 
Sasson, J. M. (ed.) (1995) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner. INST ARCH 

DBA 100 SAS. 
Snell, D. C. (ed.) (2005) A Companion to the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell. MAIN ANC 

HIST B 5 SNE. 
Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell. INST ARCH 

DBA 100 MIE. 
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Methods of Assessment 
 
This course is assessed by means of: 
a) one written essay (2500 words, 50% of course-mark); 
b) one written book/article review and critique (1500 words, 30% of course-mark); 
c) one written discussion of an artefact or display based on museum visits (1000 words, 20% 

of course-mark). 
 
If students are unclear about the nature of an assignment, they should discuss this with the 
Course Co-ordinator.   
 
The nature of the assignment and possible approaches to it will be discussed in class, in advance 
of the submission deadline. 
 

Teaching Methods 
The course is taught over Term II through two-hour lectures, which include a major element of 
discussion. In addition there will be a visit to the British Museum.   
 

Workload 
There will be 18 hours of lectures, including discussion, and one museum visit of two hours, a 
total of 20 contact hours.  Students will be expected to undertake around 75 hours of reading for 
the course, plus 55 hours preparing for and producing the assessed work.  This adds up to a total 
workload of 150 hours for the course. 

 

Prerequisites 
While there are no formal prerequisites for this course, students are advised that previous 
attendance at ARCL1009 Peoples and Societies of the Ancient Near East and/or ARCL2033 
Archaeology of the Near East from Prehistory to 2000 BC may facilitate comprehension of the 
material presented in this course. ARCL2034 is normally a prerequisite for the second/third year 
course options ARCL3034 Archaeology of Early Anatolia and ARCL3051 Archaeology of 
Mesopotamia. 
 
 
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/1009-B232civwasia.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/2033-C607mideast.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/2033-C607mideast.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3034-C580anatol.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3051-C609mesopot.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/ug/components/3051-C609mesopot.htm
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2. AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT 
 

Aims 
 To consider the archaeology of the Near East, from 2000 to 300 BC, including the lands 

of Iraq (Mesopotamia), Turkey (Anatolia), Syria, the Levant, and Iran (Persia). 

 To review major issues in the development of human society in the Near East, including 
trade, imperialism, settlement, and everyday life. 

 To consider the nature and interpretation of archaeological and textual sources in 
approaching the past of the Near East. 

 

Objectives 
On successful completion of this course a student should: 

 Have a broad overview of the archaeology of the Near East, 2000-300 BC. 

 Appreciate the significance of the archaeology of the Near East within the broad context 
of the development of human society. 

 Appreciate the importance of critical approaches to archaeological and textual sources 
within the context of the ancient Near East. 

 

Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course students should be able to demonstrate: 

 Understanding and critical awareness of a range of primary and secondary sources. 

 Written and oral skills in analysis and presentation. 

 Appreciation of, and ability to apply, methods and theories of archaeological and 
historical analysis. 
 

Coursework 
Assessment tasks 
This course is assessed by means of: 
a) one written book/article review and critique (1500 words, 30% of course-mark); 
b) one written discussion of an artefact or display based on museum visit (1000 words, 20% 

of course-mark); 
c) one written essay (2500 words, 50% of course-mark). 
 
The deadlines for submission of assessed work are: 
 
a) Written book/article review and critique:   Friday 26th February 2010 
 
b) Written discussion of an artefact or display  
based on museum visit:      Friday 5th March 2010 

 
c) Written essay:      Friday 26th March 2010 
 
Please do one piece of work from each of the following three sections. 
 
Please note that there must not be significant overlap in content between any of the three 
submitted pieces of assessed work. 
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Section 1. Book/article review and critique (1500 words, 30% of course-mark)  

Deadline: Friday 26
th

 February 2010 
Select any one of the publications from the following list and produce a brief summary and a 
critical review of it: 
 
1. Özgüç, T. (1999) The Palaces and Temples of Kültepe-Kaniš/Neša, Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu. 

INST ARCH DBC Qto Series TUR 46. 
 
2. Margueron, J.-C. (1995) Mari: a portrait in art of a Mesopotamian city-state, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 885-99. INST ARCH DBA 
100 SAS. 

 
3. Gorny, R. L. (1989) Environment, archaeology, and history in Hittite Anatolia, Biblical 

Archaeologist 52, 78-96. INST ARCH Pers. 
 
4. Stokkel, P. J. A. (2005) A new perspective on Hittite rock reliefs, Anatolica 31, 171-88. INST 

ARCH Pers. 
 
5. Neumann, J. and Parpola, S. (1987) Climatic change and the eleventh-tenth century eclipse of 

Assyria and Babylonia, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 46, 161-82. MAIN CLASSICS Pers. 
 
6. Steel, L. (2002) Consuming passions: a contextual study of the local consumption of 

Mycenaean pottery at Tell el-„Ajjul, Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 15, 25-51. INST 
ARCH Pers. 

 
7. Faust, A. (2002) Burnished pottery and gender hierarchy in Iron Age Israelite society, Journal of 

Mediterranean Archaeology 15, 53-73. INST ARCH Pers.  
 
8. Master, D. M. (2001) State formation theory and the kingdom of ancient Israel, Journal of Near 

Eastern Studies 60, 117-31. INST ARCH Pers. 
 
9. Bryce, T. (2009) The Peoples and Places of Ancient Western Asia, London: Routledge. ANC HIST 

B2 BRY. 
 
10. Lumsden, S. (2001) Power and identity in the Neo-Assyrian world, in I. Nielsen (ed.) The 

Royal Palace Institution in the First Millennium BC, (Monographs of the Danish Institute at 
Athens 4) Aarhus: Aarhus University Press, 33-51. INST ARCH DBA 100 NIE. 

 
11. Zimansky, P. E. (1995) Urartian material culture as state assemblage: an anomaly in the 

archaeology of empire, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300, 103-15. 
INST ARCH Pers. 

 
12. Van De Mieroop, M. (2003) Reading Babylon, American Journal of Archaeology 107, 257-75. 

INST ARCH Pers. 
 
13. Curtis, J. (1989) Ancient Persia. London: British Museum. INST ARCH DBG 100 CUR. 
 
 



 8 

Section 2. Written discussion of an artefact or display based on museum visit (1000 words, 
20% of course-mark)  

Deadline: Friday 5
th

 March 2010 
 
Select any one of the objects, or a coherent group of objects, that we have viewed on our visit to 
the Near Eastern collections in the British Museum and produce a discussion that considers the 
following factors: 
 
The nature and significance of the object(s) as artefacts; 
 
The manner in which it/they are currently displayed in the British Museum; 
 
Any relevant social, cultural, political issues, past and present, relating to the chosen object(s).  
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Section 3. Written essay (2500 words, 50% of course-mark)  
Deadline: Friday 26th March 2010 
Select any one of the following titles: 
 
1. What do we learn of Old Babylonian society from excavations at sites such as Isin, Larsa, Ur, 
and Maškan-Šapir? 
See Reading for lecture 1. 
 
2. What do the palace of Zimri-Lim at Mari, its decoration, and its contents tell us about royal life 
in Upper Mesopotamia in the Middle Bronze Age? 
See Reading for lecture 1. 
 
3. What can archaeology tell us about the structure and nature of the Hittite state? 
See Reading for lecture 2. 
 
4. Were the „Sea Peoples‟ entirely to blame for the collapse of states and polities at the end of the 
Late Bronze Age? 
See Reading for lecture 3. 
 
5. In archaeological terms, can we characterize the material culture of the Hurrians and the 
Kassites? If not, why not? 
See Reading for lectures 3 and 4. 
 
6. What were the major factors affecting the structure and history of the Elamite state in Iran 
during the period 2000-1600 BC? 
See Reading for lecture 4. 
 
7. Critically assess the theories that have been proposed for the appearance and development of 
the kingdoms of Israel and/or Judah in the Levant. 
See Reading for lecture 6. 
 
8. What physical attributes were shared by the major cities of the Assyrian empire (Aššur, 
Nimrud, Khorsabad, Nineveh, for example), and how might you account for any differences 
between them? 
See Reading for lecture 7. 
 
9. What do Assyrian reliefs tell us about the Assyrian army, its tactics, and equipment? 
See Reading for lecture 7. 
 
10. Discuss, and account for, the differing archaeological characteristics of the Iron Age states of 
Anatolia, including Lydia, Phrygia, and Urartu. 
See Reading for lecture 8. 
 
11. What were the principal features of the relationship between the Assyrian and Babylonian 
empires in the Iron Age and how are they attested historically and archaeologically? 
See Reading for lectures 7 and 9. 
 
12. How was the Achaemenid empire administered and maintained over such a large expanse of 
diverse territory, and what do we know of its archaeology? 
See Reading for lecture 10. 
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Submission procedures 
Students are required to submit hard copy of all coursework to the course co-ordinator‟s pigeon-
hole via the Red Essay Box at Reception by the appropriate deadline. The coursework must be 
stapled to a completed coversheet (available from the web, from outside room 411A or at 
Reception). Late submission will be penalized unless permission has been granted and an 
Extension Request Form (ERF) completed. Please see the Coursework Guidelines document at 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/  (or your degree programme 
handbook) for further details of the required procedure. 
 
In addition, students are required to submit each piece of work electronically to Turnitin. The 
Turnitin „Class ID‟ for this course is 132532 and the „Class Enrolment Password‟ is IoA0910.  
 
Further information is given here: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/cfp.htm  
 
Turnitin advisers will be able to help you via email: ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk if you need help 
generating or interpreting the reports. 
 
Keeping copies 
Please note that it is an Institute requirement that you retain a copy (this can be electronic) of all 
coursework submitted. When your marked essay is returned to you, you should return it to the 
course co-ordinator within two weeks.     
 
Citing of sources 
For guidelines on referencing in assessed work, please see: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/referencing.htm 
 
For guidance on the use of illustrations in your essays, please see: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/illustrations.htm  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/cfp.htm
mailto:ioa-turnitin@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/referencing.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/illustrations.htm
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3. SCHEDULE AND SYLLABUS 
 
Teaching schedule 
Lectures will be held as follows: 
Term II  Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 pm  Institute of Archaeology Room 410 
  
Detailed week-by-week syllabus 
The following is an outline for the course as a whole, and identifies essential and supplementary 
readings relevant to each session.  Information is provided as to where in the UCL library system 
individual readings are available; their location and Teaching Collection (TC) number, and status 
(whether out on loan) can also be accessed on the eUCLid computer catalogue system.  Readings 
marked with an * are considered essential to keep up with the topics covered in the course.   
 
Lecture 1: 12th January 2010.  
INTRODUCTION: SOURCES, GEOGRAPHY, AND ENVIRONMENT  
THE MIDDLE BRONZE AGE: MESOPOTAMIA, SYRIA, AND THE PERSIAN GULF, 
2000-1590 BC. 
In this introductory session we will preview the course as a whole and consider the nature of the 
available sources, archaeological and textual. We will look at Mesopotamia and its interactions 
with its neighbours in the early second millennium BC, focusing on Mesopotamia in the Isin-
Larsa and Old Babylonian periods, Mari in Upper Mesopotamia, Dilmun and the Gulf. 
Reading: 

General 
Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 288-91. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 
Charpin, D. (1995) The history of ancient Mesopotamia: an overview, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) 

Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 812-17. INST ARCH DBA 100 
SAS. 

Kamp, K. A. and N. Yoffee (1980) Ethnicity in ancient Western Asia during the early second 
millennium BC.: archaeological assessments and ethnoarchaeological perspectives, Bulletin 
of the American Schools of Oriental Research 237, 85-104. INST ARCH Pers. 

Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 74-117. INST ARCH 
DBA 100 KUH. 

Lloyd, S. (1978) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia from the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest, London: 
Thames and Hudson, 157-71. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DBB 100 LLO.  

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 108-
30. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 1-16. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

*Entries for Isin, Larsa, Ur, Mari, Mashkan-Shapir, Babylon, Leilan in E. M. Meyers (ed.) (1997) 
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 MEY. 

 
Old Babylonian Mesopotamia 

Brusasco, P. (1999-2000) Family archives and the social use of space in Old Babylonian houses at 
Ur, Mesopotamia 34-35, 1-173. INST ARCH Pers. 

Crawford, H. (2007) Architecture in the Old Babylonian period, in G. Leick (ed.) The Babylonian 
World, London: Routledge, 81-94. ANC HIST D14 LEI 

Oates, J. (1979) Babylon, London: Thames and Hudson, 83-104. INST ARCH DBB 200 OAT; 
ISSUE DESK DBB 200 OAT. 
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Postgate, J. N. (1977) The First Empires, Oxford: Elsevier, 91-107. INST ARCH DBB 100 Qto 
POS; ISSUE DESK IOA POS 3. 

Sasson, J. M. (1995) King Hammurabi of Babylon, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient 
Near East, New York: Scribner, 901-15. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Stone, E. C. and P. Zimansky (2004) The Anatomy of a Mesopotamian City: Survey and Soundings at 
Mashkan-shapir, Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto STO. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 80-9, 104-112. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Van De Mieroop, M. (2005) King Hammurabi of Babylon, Oxford: Blackwell. MAIN ANCIENT 
HISTORY D 14 VAN. 

 
Shamshi-Adad, Mari 

*Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 308-17. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Heimpel, W. (2003) Letters to the King of Mari, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. MAIN ANCIENT 
HISTORY H4 HEI. 

Margueron, J.-C. (1982) Recherches sur les palais mésopotamiens de l’âge du bronze, Paris: Paul Geuthner. 
INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA MAR 2i-ii. 

Margueron, J.-C. (1995) Mari: a portrait in art of a Mesopotamian city-state, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) 
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 885-99. INST ARCH DBA 100 
SAS. 

Matthiae, P. (1980) Ebla. An Empire Rediscovered, London: Hodder and Stoughton, 112- 49. INST 
ARCH DBD 10 MAT; ISSUE DESK IOA MAT 5. 

Parrot, A. (1974) Mari, capitale fabuleuse, Paris: Payot. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY H 54 PAR. 
*Biblical Archaeologist 47 (1984) Special issue on “the legacy of Mari”. INST ARCH Pers. 
*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 89-104. INST 

ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 
Villard, P. (1995) Shamshi-Adad and sons: the rise and fall of an Upper Mesopotamian empire, in 

J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 873-83. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Weiss, H. (1985) Tell Leilan on the Habur plains of Syria, Biblical Archaeologist 48/1, 5-34 INST 
ARCH Pers. 

 
Dilmun and the Persian Gulf 

Boucharlat, R. (1995) Archaeology and artifacts of the Arabian peninsula, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) 
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1335-53. See pages 1342-44. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Crawford, H. (1998) Dilmun and its Gulf Neighbours, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
INST ARCH DBF CRA. 

Killick, R. and J. Moon (eds) (2005) The Early Dilmun Settlement at Saar, Ludlow: Archaeology 
International. INST ARCH DBF Qto KIL. 
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Lecture 2: 19th January 2010 
THE MIDDLE AND LATE BRONZE AGES IN ANATOLIA: ASSYRIAN TRADE, THE 
HITTITES AND THEIR NEIGHBOURS, TROY, 2000-1200 BC. 
Here we will consider early Assyrian trade in Anatolia, and the origins of the Hittites in Anatolia, 
before examining the development of the Hittite state through the Late Bronze Age. Interactions 
between the Hittites and contemporary states of the Near East will be reviewed, and we will look 
briefly at the site of Troy. 
Reading: 

General 
Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 225-82. INST ARCH 

DBA 100 KUH. 
Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 136-

9, 144-6. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA.  
*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 89-96 INST 

ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 
 

Aššur and trade in the Old Assyrian period 
Dercksen, J. G. (1996) The Old Assyrian Copper Trade in Anatolia, Istanbul: NINO. INST ARCH 

DBB 200 DER. 
Larsen, M. T. (1976) The Old Assyrian City-State and its Colonies, Copenhagen: Akademisk Forlag. 

INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DB Series MES 4. 
Marzahn J. And B. Salje (eds) (2003) Wiedererstehendes Assur, Mainz am Rhein: Philipp von Zabern. 

INST ARCH DBB 100 MAR. 
Michel, C. (2003) Old Assyrian Bibliography, Leiden: NINO. INST ARCH DBC 100 MIC. 
Özgüç, T. (1999) The Palaces and Temples of Kültepe-Kaniš/Neša, Ankara: Türk Tarih Kurumu. INST 

ARCH DBC Qto Series TUR 46. 
Özgüç, T. (2003) Kültepe-Kaniš/Neša. Istanbul: Middle East Culture Center in Japan. 
*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 225-52. INST ARCH 

DBC 100 SAG. 
Veenhof, K. R. (1982) The Old Assyrian merchants and their relations with the native population 

of Anatolia, in H. J. Nissen and J. Renger (eds) Mesopotamien und seine Nachbarn, Berlin: 
Dietrich Reimer. INST ARCH DBB Series REN 25. 

*Veenhof, K. R. (1995) Kanesh: an Assyrian colony in Anatolia, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations 
of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 859-71. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS.  

Veenhof, K. R. (2003) Archives of Old Assyrian traders, in M. Brosius (ed.) Ancient Archives and 
Archival Traditions. Oxford: University Press, 78-123. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY A 72 
BRO. 

 
The Hittites and their neighbours 

Beal, R. H. (1995) Hittite military organization, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near 
East, New York: Scribner, 545-54. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Beckman, G. (1995) Royal ideology and state administration in Hittite Anatolia, in J. M. Sasson 
(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 529-43. INST ARCH DBA 
100 SAS. 

Beckman, G. (1996) Hittite Diplomatic Texts, Atlanta: Scholars Press. MAIN ANCIENT 
HISTORY EE 4 BEC. 

Bittel, K. (1970) Hattusha, the Capital of the Hittites,  New York: Oxford University Press. INST 
ARCH DBC 10 BIT.  

*Bryce, T. (1998) The Kingdom of the Hittites, Oxford: Oxford University Press. INST ARCH DBC 
200 BRY. 
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*Bryce, T. (2002) Life and Society in the Hittite World, Oxford: Oxford University Press. INST 
ARCH DBC 200 BRY. 

Ehringhaus, H. (2005) Götter, Herrscher, Inschriften: Die Felsreliefs der hethitischen Grossreichszeit in der 
Türkei. Mainz: von Zabern. INST ARCH DBC 100 Qto HER 

Giles, F. J. (1997) The Amarna Age: Western Asia, Warminster: Aris and Phillips. INST ARCH 
EGYPTOLOGY B 12 GIL. 

Glatz, C. and R. Matthews (2005) Anthropology of a frontier zone: Hittite-Kaska relations in 
Late Bronze Age north-central Anatolia, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 
339, 47-65. INST ARCH Pers. 

Gorny, R. L. (1989) Environment, archaeology, and history in Hittite Anatolia, Biblical 
Archaeologist 52, 78-96. INST ARCH Pers. 

Gorny, R. L. (1995) Hittite imperialism and anti-imperial resistance as viewed from Alişar Höyük, 
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300, 65-89. INST ARCH Pers. 

Gurney, O. R. (1990) The Hittites, Harmondsworth: Penguin. INST ARCH DBC 100 GUR. 
Güterbock, H. G. (1983) The Hittites and the Aegean world: part 1. The Ahhiyawa problem 

reconsidered, American Journal of Archaeology 87, 133-8. INST ARCH Pers. 
Güterbock, H. G. (1984) Hittites and Achaeans: a new look, Proceedings of the American Philosophical 

Society 128, 114-22. STORE Stores Pers. 
Jean, É., Dinçol, A. M. and Durugönül S. (eds.) (2001) La Cilicie: espaces et pouvoirs locaux (2e 

millénaire av. J.-C. - 4e siècle ap. J.-C.). Paris: de Boccard. ANC HIST Qto E 6 JEA 
Kohlmeyer, K. (1995) Anatolian architectural decorations, statuary, and stelae, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 2639-60. See pages 2645-55. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

*McMahon, G. (2002) The history of the Hittites, in D. C. Hopkins (ed.) Across the Anatolian 
Plateau. Readings in the Archaeology of Ancient Turkey, Boston: ASOR, 59-75. INST ARCH 
DBE Series ANN. 

Macqueen, J. (1986) The Hittites and their Contemporaries in Asia Minor, London: Thames and Hudson. 
INST ARCH DBC 100 MAC. 

Macqueen, J. (1995) The history of Anatolia and of the Hittite empire: an overview, in J. M. 
Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1085-105. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Matthews, R. and C. Glatz (2009) The historical geography of north-central Anatolia in the 
Hittite period: texts and archaeology in concert, Anatolian Studies 59, 51-72. INST ARCH 
Pers. 

Matthews, R. and C. Glatz (eds) (2009) At Empires’ Edge. Project Paphlagonia Regional Survey in North-
Central Turkey. London: BIAA. INST ARCH DBC 100 Qto MAT. 

(See also the associated Project Paphlagonia website at: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/paphlagonia/ ) 
Mielke, D. P., U.-D. Schoop and J. Seeher (eds) (2006) Structuring and Dating in Hittite Archaeology, 

(BYZAS 4). Istanbul: Ege. INST ARCh DBC 100 MIE. 
Özgüç, T. (2002) Die Hethiter und ihr Reich, Stuttgart: Theiss. INST ARCH DBC 100 HET. 
*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 253-90. INST ARCH 

DBC 100 SAG. 
Seeher, J. (1995) Forty years in the capital of the Hittites, Biblical Archaeologist 58(2), 63-7. INST 

ARCH Pers. 
Seeher, J. (2005) Feeding the Hittites. Boğazköy/Hattusa, Current World Archaeology 13, 13-19. 

INST ARCH Pers. 
Stokkel, P. J. A. (2005) A new perspective on Hittite rock reliefs, Anatolica 31, 171-88. INST 

ARCH Pers. 
*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 112-18, 145-

60. INST ARCH DBA 100 MIE.  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/paphlagonia/
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Van den Hout, T. P. J. (1995) Khattushili III, king of the Hittites, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations 
of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1107-20. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Yener, K. A. (2002) Excavations in Hittite heartlands: recent investigations in Late Bronze Age 
Anatolia, in K. A. Yener and H. A. Hoffner (eds) Recent Developments in Hittite Archaeology 
and History, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1-9. INST ARCH DBC 100 YEN. 

 
Troy 

Bryce, T. (2005) The Trojans and Their Neighbours. London: Routledge. INST ARCH DBC 10 BRY. 
Hertel, D. and F. Kolb (2003) Troy in clearer perspective, Anatolian Studies 53, 71-88. INST 

ARCH Pers. 
Jansen, H. G. (1995) Troy: legend and reality, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near 

East, New York: Scribner, 1121-34. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 
Jablonka, P. and C. B. Rose (2004) Late Bronze Age Troy: a response to Frank Kolb, American 

Journal of Archaeology 108, 615-30. INST ARCH Pers. 
Kolb, F. (2004) Troy VI: a trading center and commercial city? American Journal of Archaeology 108, 

577-613. INST ARCH Pers. 
 
Lecture 3: 26th January 2010 
THE MIDDLE AND LATE BRONZE AGES IN SYRIA AND THE LEVANT: MITTANI, 
UGARIT, HAZOR, AND THE SEA PEOPLES, 2000-1200 BC. 
During these centuries, including the so-called Amarna Age, Syria and the Levant hosted states 
dealing at an international level with their contemporaries. Here we look at Mittani and the 
Hurrians, Ugarit and Byblos, Alalakh, and Hazor, concluding with a consideration of the end of 
the Late Bronze Age and the significance of the Sea Peoples. 
Reading: 

General 
Bunimovitz, S. (1995) On the edge of empires – Late Bronze Age (1500 – 1200 BCE), in T. E. 

Levy (ed.) The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, London: Leicester University Press, 
320-31. INST ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 

Cline, E. H. (2003) Trade and exchange in the Levant, in S. Richard (ed.) Near Eastern Archaeology. 
A Reader, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 360-6. INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 

Feldman, M. H. (2006) Diplomacy by Design. Luxury Arts and an “International Style” in the Ancient 
Near East, 1400-1200 BCE. Chicago: Chicago University. INST ARCH DBA 100 FEL. 

Giles, F. G. (1997) The Amarna Age: Western Asia, Warminster: Aris and Phillips. INST ARCH 
EGYPTOLOGY B 12 GIL. 

Goren, Y., et al. (2002) Petrographic investigation of the Amarna tablets, Near Eastern Archaeology 
65, 196-205. INST ARCH Pers. 

Goren, Y., et al. (2003) The location of Alashiya: new evidence from petrographic investigation 
of Alashiyan tablets from El-Amarna and Ugarit, American Journal of Archaeology 107, 233-
55. INST ARCH Pers. 

Goren, Y., et al. (2003) The expansion of the kingdom of Amurru according to the petrographic 
investigation of the Amarna tablets, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 329, 
1-11. INST ARCH Pers. 

Goren, Y., et al. (2004) Inscribed in Clay. Provenance Study of the Amarna Tablets, Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv 
University. INST ARCH DBA 300 GOR. 

Ilan, D. (1995) The dawn of internationalism – the Middle Bronze Age, in T. E. Levy (ed.) The 
Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, London: Leicester University Press, 297-319. INST 
ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 

Ilan, D. (2003) The Middle Bronze Age (circa 2000-1500 B.C.E.) in S. Richard (ed.) Near Eastern 
Archaeology. A Reader, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 331-42. INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 
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*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 283-331, 385-93. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Lawler, A. (2009) Temple of the Storm God. Archaeology 62/6, 20-25. INST ARCH Pers. 
*Lemche, N. P. (1995) The history of ancient Syria and Palestine: an overview, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1195-218. INST ARCH 
DBA 100 SAS. 

Leonard, A. (2003) The Late Bronze Age, in S. Richard (ed.) Near Eastern Archaeology. A Reader, 
Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 349-56. INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 

Liverani, M. (1990) Prestige and Interest: International Relations in the Near East ca. 1600-1100 BC, 
Padova: Sargon. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY B 61 LIV. 

Matthews, V. H. (2003) El-Amarna texts, in S. Richard (ed.) Near Eastern Archaeology. A Reader, 
Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 357-9. INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 

Moran, W. L. (1992) The Amarna Letters, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. INST 
ARCH EGYPTOLOGY B 12 TEL. 

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 118-
20, 132-6, 145-7. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

 
Uluburun ship-wreck 

Bachhuber, C. (2006) Aegean interest on the Uluburun ship, American Journal of Archaeology 110: 
345-63. INST ARCH Pers. 

Karageorghis, V. and V. Kassianidou (1999) Metalworking and recycling in Late Bronze Age 
Cyprus – the evidence from Kition, Oxford Journal of Archaeology 18, 171-88. INST ARCH 
Pers. 

Pulak, C. (1997) The Uluburun shipwreck, in S. Swiny, R. L. Hohlfelder and H. W. Swiny (eds) 
Res Maritimae. Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean from Prehistory to Late Antiquity, Atlanta: 
Scholars Press, 233-62. INST ARCH DAG 15 Qto SWI. 

Pulak, C. (1998) The Uluburun shipwreck: an overview, International Journal of Nautical Archaeology 
27/3, 188-224. INST ARCH Pers. 

Pulak, C. and G. F. Bass (1997) Uluburun, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of 
Archaeology in the Near East, Oxford: Oxford University Press, volume 5, 266-8. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MEY. 

Yalçın, Ü., C. Pulak and R. Slotta (eds) (2005) Das Schiff von Uluburun. Bochum: DBMB. INST 
ARCH DBC 10 Qto YAL. 

www.uluburun.de (Superb website devoted to the wreck, in German with lots of excellent images 
and associated catalogue). 

 
Mittani and the Hurrians 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 327-35, 346-8. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Oates, D., J. Oates and H. McDonald (1997) Excavations at Tell Brak. Vol. 1: The Mitanni and Old 
Babylonian Periods, Cambridge: McDonald Institute. INST ARCH DBD 10 Qto OAT. 

*Stein, D. (1997) Hurrians, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near 
East, New York: Oxford University Press, volume 3, 126-30. INST ARCH DBA 100 
MEY. 

*Stein, D.L. (1997) Nuzi, in E.M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East 
Volume 4, Oxford: Oxford University Press: 171-5. INST ARCH DBA 100 MEY.  

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 142-5. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE.  

Wilhelm, G. (1989) The Hurrians, Warminster: Aris and Phillips. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA 
WIL 1. 

http://www.uluburun.de/
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Wilhelm, G. (1995) The kingdom of Mitanni in second-millennium Upper Mesopotamia, in J. M. 
Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1243-54. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

 
Ugarit, Alalakh, Qatna, Hazor 

*Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 335-41. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Astour, M. C. (1981) Ugarit and the Great Powers, in G. D. Young (ed.) Ugarit in Retrospect, 
Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 3-29. INST ARCH DBD 10 SCH. 

Burke, A. A. (2004) The Architecture of Defense: Fortified Settlements of the Levant during the Middle Bronze 
Age. PhD dissertation University of Chicago: available at 
http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/DEPT/RA/DISPROP/burkea.html  

Dassow, E. von (2005) Archives of Alalah IV in archaeological context, Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research 338: 1-69. INST ARCH Pers. 

Kempinski, A. (1992) The Middle Bronze Age, in A. Ben-Tor (ed.) The Archaeology of Ancient Israel, 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 159-210, esp. 184-6. INST ARCH DBE 100 BEN. 

Maqdisi, M. Al- et al. (2002) Excavating Qatna I. Damascus: D-G. INST ARCH DBD 10 MAQ, 
Maqdisi, M. Al- et al (2003) Das königliche Hypogäum von Qatna, Mitteilungen der Deutschen Orient-

Gesellschaft 135, 189-218. INST ARCH Pers. 
Morandi, D. et al. (2003) Tell Mishrifeh/Qatna 1999-2002, Akkadica 124, 65-120. INST ARCH 

Pers. 
National Geographic February 2005 issue – Syria‟s cult of the dead (Qatna royal tomb). 
*Near Eastern Archaeology 63:4, December 2000. Special issue devoted to Ugarit. INST ARCH 

Pers. 
*Pfälzner, P. (2006) Syria‟s royal tombs uncovered, Current World Archaeology 15, 12-22. INST 

ARCH Pers. 
Singer, I. (1999) A political history of Ugarit, in W. G. E. Watson and N. Wyatt (eds) Handbook of 

Ugaritic Studies, Leiden: Brill, 603-733. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY HN 5 WAT. 
*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 154-60. INST 

ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 
Van Soldt, W. H. (1995) Ugarit: a second-millennium kingdom on the Mediterranean coast, in J. 

M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1255-66. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Yadin, Y. (1975) Hazor. The Rediscovery of a Great Citadel of the Bible, London: Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson. INST ARCH DBE 10 YAD. 

Yon, M. (1997) Ugarit, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, volume 5, 255-62. INST ARCH DBA 100 MEY. 

*Yon, M. (2006) The City of Ugarit at Tell Ras Shamra. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns. INST ARCH 
DBD 10 YON. 

www.qatna.org (Website of Italian-Syrian expedition to Qatna) 
 

The end of the Late Bronze Age 
Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 358-9. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 
Artzy, M. (1997) Nomads of the sea, in S. Swiny, R. L. Hohlfelder and H. W. Swiny (eds) Res 

Maritimae. Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean from Prehistory to Late Antiquity, Atlanta: 
Scholars Press, 1-16. INST ARCH DAG 15 Qto SWI. 

Bachhuber, C. and R. G. Roberts (eds) (2009) Forces of Transformation. The End of the Bronze Age in 
the Mediterranean, Oxford: Oxbow. INST ARCH DAG 100 BAC. 

http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/DEPT/RA/DISPROP/burkea.html
http://www.qatna.org/
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*Cline, E. H. and D. O‟Connor (2003) The mystery of the „Sea Peoples‟, in D. O‟Connor and S. 
Quirke (eds) Encounters with Ancient Egypt. Mysterious Lands, London: UCL Press, 107-38. 
INST ARCH EGYPTOLOGY B 20 OCO. 

Gitin, S., A. Mazar and E. Stern (eds) (1998) Mediterranean Peoples in Transition: Thirteenth to Tenth 
Centuries B.C.E. Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society. INST ARCH DAG 100 GIT. 

Gonen, R. (1992) The Late Bronze Age, in A. Ben-Tor (ed.) The Archaeology of Ancient Israel, New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 211-57. INST ARCH DBE 100 BEN. 

Liverani, M. (1987) The collapse of the Near Eastern regional system at the end of the Bronze 
Age: the case of Syria, in M. Rowlands, M. T. Larsen, and K. Kristiansen (eds) Centre and 
Periphery in the Ancient World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 66-73. INST 
ARCH AB ROW. 

Matthews, R. J. (2002) Zebu: harbingers of doom in Bronze Age western Asia?, Antiquity 76, 438-
46. INST ARCH Pers. 

Neumann, J. and Parpola, S. (1987) Climatic change and the eleventh-tenth century eclipse of 
Assyria and Babylonia, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 46, 161-82. MAIN CLASSICS Pers. 

Oren, E. (ed.) (2000) The Sea Peoples and their World: a Reassessment, Philadelphia: University 
Museum. INST ARCH DBA 100 ORE. 

Singer, I. (1988) The origins of the Sea Peoples and their settlement on the coast of Canaan, in 
M. Heltzer and E. Lipinski (eds) Society and Economy in the Eastern Mediterranean (c. 1500-
1000 BC), Leuven: Peeters, 239-50. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY B 6 SOC. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 179-94. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Ward, W. A. and Joukowsky, M. S. (eds) (1992) The Crisis Years: the Twelfth Century BC from beyond 
the Danube to the Tigris, Dubuque: Kendall/Hunt. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK IOA WAR 
1. 

 
Lecture 4: 2nd February 2010 
THE LATE BRONZE AGE AND EARLY IRON AGE IN MESOPOTAMIA: KASSITES 
AND MIDDLE ASSYRIANS, 1590-900 BC. 
Despite regional collapse elsewhere, societies of Mesopotamia appear to have escaped serious 
damage at the end of the Late Bronze Age. In this class we study the Kassites of Babylonia and 
the Middle Assyrian state of Upper Mesopotamia. 
Reading: 

General 
*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 332-65, 374-80. INST 

ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 
Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 139-

42, 148-50. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 
 

Kassite Mesopotamia 
Lloyd, S. (1978) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia from the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest, London: 

Thames and Hudson, 172-5. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DBB 100 LLO. 
*Oates, J. (1979) Babylon, London: Thames and Hudson, 83-104. INST ARCH DBB 200 OAT; 

ISSUE DESK DBB 200 OAT. 
Sommerfeld, W. (1995) The Kassites of ancient Mesopotamia: origins, politics, and culture, in J. 

M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 917-30. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

*Stein, D. L. (1997) Kassites, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near 
East Volume 3, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 271-5. INST ARCH DBA 100 MEY.  

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 161-9. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 
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Woolley, L. (1965) Ur Excavations VIII. The Kassite Period and the Period of the Assyrian Kings, 
London: British Museum. INST ARCH DBB 10 Qto Series UR EXC 8. 

 
Upper Mesopotamia in the Middle Assyrian period 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G. (2006) The fortress of Ili-pada. Middle Assyrian architecture at Tell Sabi 
Abyad, Syria, in P. Butterlin et al. (eds) Les espaces Syro-Mésopotamiens. Turnhout: Brepols: 
201-11. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto BUT. 

*Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 348-50. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Dittmann, R. (1997) Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of 
Archaeology in the Near East Volume 3, Oxford: Oxford University Press: 269-71. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MEY.  

Feldman, M. H. (2006) Assur Tomb 45 and the birth of the Assyrian empire, Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research 343: 21-43. INST ARCH Pers. 

Maidman, M. P. (1995) Nuzi: portrait of an ancient Mesopotamian provincial town, in J. M. 
Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 931-47. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 169-74. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

www.sabi-abyad.nl (Website of Dutch expedition to Sabi Abyad) 
 
THE MIDDLE AND LATE BRONZE AGES IN IRAN: ELAM AND IRAN, 2000-1100 BC. 
What developments were taking place to the east of Mesopotamia through the second 
millennium BC? Here we examine the evidence from a range of sites including Susa, Haft 
Tappeh, and Chogha Zanbil. 
Reading: 
Brentjes, B. (1995) The history of Elam and Achaemenid Persia: an overview, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1001-21. INST ARCH 
DBA 100 SAS. 

Carter, E. and Stolper, M. W. (1984) Elam: Surveys of Political History and Archaeology, Berkeley: 
University of California Press. INST ARCH DBG 100 CAR. 

*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 365-74. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Nasrabandi, B. M. (2003-04) Archäologische Untersuchungen in Haft Tappeh, Iran, Archäologische 
Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan 35-36: 225-39. INST ARCH Pers. 

Nasrabandi, B. M. (2003-04) Untersuchungen zu Siedlungsstrukturen an der Peripherie von Čoğa 
Zanbil (Dur Untaš), Archäologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan 35-36: 241-65. INST 
ARCH Pers. 

Potts, D. T. (1999) The Archaeology of Elam, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 160-258. 
INST ARCH DBG 100 POT. 

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 138, 
142-4, 148-50. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

Vallat, F. (1995) Susa and Susiana in second-millennium Iran, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of 
the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1023-33. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 174-8. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

 
Lecture 5: 9th February 2010 
BRITISH MUSEUM VISIT 
We will view relevant galleries in the British Museum, Department of the Middle East. 
 

http://www.sabi-abyad.nl/
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Lecture 6: 23rd February 2010 
THE IRON AGE IN THE LEVANT: NEW STATES, 1200-720 BC. 
During the Iron Age, the lands of the Levant hosted a series of small states, including the 
Philistines, Aramaeans, Phoenicians, Neo-Hittites, Israel and Judah, all of whom we study in this 
session. 
Reading: 

General 
The Bible 
Dunn, J. D. G. and J. W. Rogerson (eds) (2003) Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans.  
Finkelstein, I. (1995) The great transformation: the „conquest‟ of the highlands frontiers and the 

rise of territorial states, in T. E. Levy (ed.) The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, 
London: Leicester University Press, 349-65. INST ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 

Finkelstein, I. and N. A. Silberman (2001) The Bible Unearthed. New York: Touchstone. INST 
ARCH DEB 100 FIN. 

*Joffe, A. H. (2002) The rise of secondary states in the Iron Age Levant, Journal of the Economic and 
Social History of the Orient 45, 425-67. MAIN HEBREW Pers. 

*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 385-472. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Laughlin, J. C. H. (2000) Archaeology and the Bible. London: Routledge. INST ARCH DBE 100 
LAU. 

Laughlin, J. C. H. (2006) Fifty Major Cities of the Bible. London: Routledge. INST ARCH DBE 100 
LAU. 

*Liverani, M. (2005) Israel’s History and the History of Israel. London: Equinox. MAIN ANC HIST 
JH 12 LIV. 

Mazar, A. (1990) Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, 10,000-586 B.C.E. New York: Doubleday. 
INST ARCH DBE 100 MAZ. 

Oren, E. (ed.) (2000) The Sea Peoples and their World: a Reassessment, Philadelphia: University 
Museum. INST ARCH DBA 100 ORE. 

Rainey, A. F. and R. S. Notley (2006) The Sacred Bridge. Carta’s Atlas of the Biblical World. Jerusalem: 
Carta. INST ARCH ON ORDER. 

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 158-
60, 176-7. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

Stern, E. (ed.) (1993) The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land. (4 volumes). 
New York: Simon and Schuster. INST ARCH DBE 100 Qto NEW. 

Stern, E. (2001) Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. Volume II. New York: Doubleday. INST ARCH 
DBE 100 STE. 

Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 205-15. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Younker, R. W. (2003) The Iron Age in the southern Levant, in S. Richard (ed.) Near Eastern 
Archaeology. A Reader, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 367-82. INST ARCH DBA 100 RIC. 

 
Philistines 

Barako, T. (2000) The Philistine settlement as mercantile phenomenon? American Journal of 
Archaeology 104, 513-30. INST ARCH Pers. 

Bauer, A. (1998) Cities of the sea: maritime trade and the origin of Philistine settlement in the 
Early Iron Age southern Levant, Oxford Journal of Archaeology 17.2, 149-68. INST ARCH 
Pers. 

Dothan, T. (1995) The “Sea Peoples” and the Philistines of ancient Palestine, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) 
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1267-79. INST ARCH DBA 100 
SAS. 
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Dothan T. and A. Zukerman (2004) A preliminary study of the Mycenaean IIIC:1 pottery 
assemblages from Tel Miqne-Ekron and Ashdod, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research 333, 1-54. INST ARCH Pers. 

Ilani, O. (2007) http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/900447.html  
Stager, L. (1995) The impact of the Sea Peoples in Canaan (1185 – 1050 BCE), in T. E. Levy (ed.) 

The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land, London: Leicester University Press, 332-48. 
INST ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 

Steel, L. (2002) Consuming passions: a contextual study of the local consumption of Mycenaean 
pottery at Tell el-„Ajjul, Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology 15, 25-51. INST ARCH Pers. 

Strange, J. (2000) The Philistine city-states, in Hansen M. H. (ed) A Comparative Study of Thirty 
City-State Cultures, Copenhagen: Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, 129-139. 
INST ARCH BC 100 Qtos HAN.  

Wachsmann, S. (1997) Were the Sea Peoples Mycenaeans? The evidence of ship iconography, in 
S. Swiny, R. L. Hohlfelder and H. W. Swiny (eds) Res Maritimae. Cyprus and the Eastern 
Mediterranean from Prehistory to Late Antiquity, Atlanta: Scholars Press, 339-56. INST ARCH 
DAG 15 Qto SWI. 

 
Aramaeans 

Dion, P. E. (1995) Aramaean tribes and nations of first-millennium Western Asia, in J. M. Sasson 
(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1281-94. INST ARCH 
DBA 100 SAS. 

Kühne, H. (2009) Interaction of Aramaeans and Assyrians on the Lower Khabur, Syria 86, 43-54, 
159-178. INST ARCH Pers. 

 
Phoenicians 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 386-8. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Ballard, R. D., et al. (2002) Iron Age shipwrecks in deep water off Ashkelon, Israel, American 
Journal of Archaeology 106, 151-68. INST ARCH Pers. 

Gilboa, A. (2005) Sea Peoples and Phoenicians along the southern Phoenician coast – a 
reconciliation: an interpretation of Šikila (SKL) material culture, Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research 337: 47-78. INST ARCH Pers. 

Harden, D. B. (1980) The Phoenicians (third edition), Harmondsworth: Penguin. INST ARCH 
ISSUE DESK IOA HAR 1. 

Lipiński, E. (1995) The Phoenicians, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New 
York: Scribner, 1321-33. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Markoe, G. E. (2000) The Phoenicians, London: British Museum Press. INST ARCH DBE 
        100 MAR; ISSUE DESK; MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY HM 5 MAR.  
Mazar, A. (1992) The Iron Age I, in A. Ben-Tor (ed.) The Archaeology of Ancient Israel, New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 258-301. INST ARCH DBE 100 BEN. 
Niemeyer, H. G. (2000) The early Phoenician city-states on the Mediterranean: archaeological 

elements for their description, in Hansen M. H. (ed) A Comparative Study of Thirty City-State 
Cultures, Copenhagen: Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, 89-115. INST 
ARCH BC 100 Qtos HAN. 

 
Neo-Hittites 

Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 366-77. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 

Hawkins, J. D. (1982) The Neo-Hittite states in Syria and Anatolia, in Cambridge Ancient History 
vol 3 pt 1 (second edition), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. INST ARCH DBA 
1OO CAM. 

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/900447.html
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Hawkins, J. D. (1995) Karkamish and Karatepe: Neo-Hittite city-states in north Syria, in J. M. 
Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1295-307. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Hawkins, J. D. (1999) Corpus of Hieroglyphic Luwian Inscriptions, Berlin: W. de Gruyter. MAIN 
COMPARATIVE PHILOLOGY B 4:8 COR. 

*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 291-315. INST ARCH 
DBC 100 SAG. 

*Thuesen, I. (2002) The Neo-Hittite city-states, in M. H. Hansen (ed.) A Comparative Study of Six 
City-State Cultures, Copenhagen: Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, 43-55. 
INST ARCH BC 100 Qto HAN. 

Winter, I. J. (1979) The problems of Karatepe: the reliefs and their context, Anatolian Studies 29, 
115-51. INST ARCH Pers. 

 
Israel, Judah, and neighbours 

Blenkinsop, J. (1995) Ahab of Israel and Jehoshaphat of Judah: the Syro-Palestinian corridor in 
the ninth century, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: 
Scribner, 1309-19. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Clark, D. R. (2003) Bricks, sweat and tears. The human investment in constructing a “four-room” 
house, Near Eastern Archaeology 66, 34-43. INST ARCH Pers. 

Faust, A. (2002) Burnished pottery and gender hierarchy in Iron Age Israelite society, Journal of 
Mediterranean Archaeology 15, 53-73. INST ARCH Pers.  

Faust, A. (2003) Abandonment, urbanization, resettlement and the formation of the Israelite 
state, Near Eastern Archaeology 66, 147-61. INST ARCH Pers. 

Faust, A. and S. Bunimovitz (2003) The four room house. Embodying Iron Age Israelite society, 
Near Eastern Archaeology 66, 22-31. INST ARCH Pers. 

Faust, A. et al. (2007) Forum: rural settlements, state formation, and “Bible and Archaeology”, 
Near Eastern Archaeology 70, 4-25. INST ARCH Pers. 

Finkelstein, I. and N. A. Silberman (2002) The Bible Unearthed, New York: Touchstone. INST 
ARCH DBE 100 FIN. 

*Holladay, J. S. Jr (1995) The kingdoms of Israel and Judah: political and economic centralization 
in the Iron IIA-B (ca. 1000 – 750 BCE), in T. E. Levy (ed.) The Archaeology of Society in the 
Holy Land, London: Leicester University Press, 368-98. INST ARCH DBE 100 LEV. 

Isserlin, B. S. J. (1998) The Israelites. London: Thames and Hudson. INST ARCH DBE 100 ISS. 
*Master, D. M. (2001) State formation theory and the kingdom of ancient Israel, Journal of Near 

Eastern Studies 60, 117-31. INST ARCH Pers. 
*Miller, R. D. II (2004) Identifying earliest Israel, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 

333, 55-68. INST ARCH Pers. 
Maxwell Miller, J, and J. Hayes (eds) (1986) Israelite  and Judaean History, London: SCM Press. 

INST ARCH DBE 200 HAY. 
Porter, B. W. (2004) Authority, polity, and tenuous elites in Iron Age Edom (Jordan), Oxford 

Journal of Archaeology 23, 373-95. INST ARCH Pers. 
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Lecture 7: 2nd March 2010 
THE IRON AGE IN UPPER MESOPOTAMIA AND BEYOND: THE NEO-ASSYRIAN 
EMPIRE, 934-610 BC. 
Through the Iron Age of Mesopotamia, the Assyrian empire was the dominant political entity of 
the entire region. Here we study the archaeology and structure of this powerful state. 
Reading: 
Akkermans, P. M. M. G., and G. M. Schwartz (2003) The Archaeology of Syria. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 377-86. INST ARCH DBD 100 AKK. 
*Curtis, J. E. and Reade, J. E. (1995) Art and Empire. Treasures from Assyria in the British Museum, 

London: The British Museum. INST ARCH DBB 300 CUR. 
Grayson, A. K. (1995) Assyrian rule of conquered territory in ancient Western Asia, in J. M. 

Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 959-68. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 473-546. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Leichty, E. (1995) Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near 
East, New York: Scribner, 949-58. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Liverani, M. (1979) The ideology of the Assyrian empire, in M. T. Larsen (ed.) Power and 
Propaganda. A Symposium on Ancient Empires, (Mesopotamia Copenhagen Studies in 
Assyriology 7) Copenhagen: Akademisk Forlag, 297-317. INST ARCH DBB Series MES 
7; ISSUE DESK DBB Series MES 7. 

Lloyd, S. (1978) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia from the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest, London: 
Thames and Hudson, 187-221. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DBB 100 LLO. 

Lumsden, S. (2001) Power and identity in the Neo-Assyrian world, in I. Nielsen (ed.) The Royal 
Palace Institution in the First Millennium BC, (Monographs of the Danish Institute at Athens 
4) Aarhus: Aarhus University Press, 33-51. INST ARCH DBA 100 NIE. 

MacGinnis, J. and T. Matney (2009) Ziyaret Tepe, Current World Archaeology 37, 30-40. INST 
ARCH Pers. 

Nadali, D. (2005) Assyrians to war: positions, patterns and canons in the tactics of the Assyrian 
armies in the VII century B.C. Contributi e Materiali di Archeologia Orientale 10, 167-207. 
INST ARCH DBA 100 DIL. 

Oates, J. and D. Oates (2001) Nimrud. An Assyrian Imperial City Revealed, London: British School 
of Archaeology in Iraq. INST ARCH DBB 10 OAT. 

Parker, B. J. (2001) The Mechanics of Empire. The Northern Frontier of Assyria as a Case-Study in Imperial 
Dynamics, Helsinki: Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus Project. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY 
Qto D 61 PAR. 

Parker, B. J. (2003) Archaeological manifestations of empire: Assyria‟s imprint on southeastern 
Anatolia, American Journal of Archaeology 107, 525-57. INST ARCH Pers.  

Parpola, S. and Porter, M. (2001) The Helsinki Atlas of the Near East in the Neo-Assyrian Period, 
Helsinki: Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus Project. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY Qto B2 
PAR. 

Postgate, J. N. (1977) The First Empires, Oxford: Elsevier, 115-34. INST ARCH DBB 100 Qto 
POS; ISSUE DESK IOA POS 3. 

Postgate, J. N. (2007) The Land of Assur and the Yoke of Assur, Oxford: Oxbow. INST ARCH DBB 
200 POS. 

Reade, J. (1979) Ideology and propaganda in Assyrian art, in M.T. Larsen ed.) Power and 
Propaganda. A Symposium on Ancient Empires, (Mesopotamia Copenhagen Studies in 
Assyriology 7) Copenhagen: Akademisk Forlag, 329-43. INST ARCH DBB Series MES 7; 
ISSUE DESK DBB Series MES 7. 

Reade, J. (1998) Assyrian Sculpture, London: The British Museum. INST ARCH DBB 300 REA. 
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Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 158-
91, 198. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 216-52. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Wilkinson, T. J., E. B. Wilkinson, J. Ur and M. Altaweel (2005) Landscape and settlement in the 
Neo-Assyrian empire, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 340: 23-56. INST 
ARCH Pers. 

Winter, I. J. (1981) Royal rhetoric and the development of historical narrative in Neo-Assyrian 
reliefs, Visual Communication 7/2: 2-38. 

Winter, I. J. (1983) The program of the throne room of Assurnasirpal II, in P. Harper and H. 
Pittman (eds) Essays in Near Eastern Art and Archaeology in Honor of C. K. Wilkinson. New 
York: Metropolitan Museum of Art: 15-31. INST ARCH DBB 100 HAR. 

Winter, I. J. (1997) Art in empire: the royal image and the visual dimensions of Assyrian ideology, 
in S. Parpola and R. M. Whiting (eds) Assyria 1995, Helsinki: The Neo-Assyrian Text 
Corpus Project, 359-81. INST ARCH DBB 200 PAR; ISSUE DESK IOA PAR 2. 

http://knp.prs.heacademy.ac.uk/  Consult this website for a wealth of useful information and 
resources relating to the Neo-Assyrian empire. 

 
Lecture 8: 9th March 2010 
THE IRON AGE IN ANATOLIA: STATES AND KINGDOMS, 900-550 BC. 
A dark age descended across Anatolia after the collapse of the Hittite empire in 1200 BC. From 
about 900 BC a series of successor states arose, including Lydia and Lycia in the west, Phrygia in 
the centre, and Urartu in the east. Here we examine the nature and archaeology of these very 
different political entities. 
Reading: 

General 
Burney, C. (1977) From Village to Empire. An Introduction to Near Eastern Archaeology, Oxford: 

Phaidon, 174-80, 182-5, 194-6, 200-4. INST ARCH DBA 100 BUR. 
*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 547-72. INST 

ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 
Macqueen, J. (1995) The history of Anatolia and of the Hittite empire: an overview, in J. M. 

Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1085-105. See pages 
1099-105. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS.  

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 172-
3, 180-2, 202. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 254-8. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Lydia 
Greenewalt, C. H. Jr. (1995) Croesus of Sardis and the Lydian kingdom of Anatolia, in J. M. 

Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1173-83. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Mellink, M. J. (1991) The native kingdoms of Anatolia, in Cambridge Ancient History. Vol. 3:2, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 619-65. INST ARCH DBA 100 CAM. 

Özgen, İ. And J. Öztürk (1996) Heritage Recovered. The Lydian Treasure. Istanbul: Ministry of 
Culture. 

*Roosevelt, C. H. (2009) The Archaeology of Lydia, from Gyges to Alexander. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. INST ARCH DBC 100 ROO. 

*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 362-6. INST ARCH 
DBC 100 SAG. 

 
 

http://knp.prs.heacademy.ac.uk/
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Lycia 
Bryce, T. R. (1995) The Lycian kingdom in southwest Anatolia, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations of 

the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1161-72. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 
Mellink, M. J. (1998) Kızılbel: an Archaic Painted Tomb in Northern Lycia. Philadelphia: University 

Museum. INST ARCH YATES Qtos E 82 KIZ. 
 

Phrygia 
*Kealhofer, L. (ed.) (2005) The archaeology of Midas and the Phrygians: recent work at Gordion. 

Philadelphia: University Museum. INST ARCH DBC 10 KEA. 
Muscarella, O. W. (1995) The Iron Age background to the formation of the Phrygian state, 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300, 91-101. INST ARCH Pers. 
*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 348-62. INST ARCH 

DBC 100 SAG. 
Sams, G. K. (1995) Midas of Gordion and the Anatolian kingdom of Phrygia, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1147-59. INST ARCH 
DBA 100 SAS. 

Voigt, M. M. (1997) Gordion, in E. M. Meyers (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the 
Near East. Vol. 2, New York: Oxford University Press, 426-31. INST ARCH DBA 100 
MEY. 

Voigt, M. M. (2002) Gordion: the rise and fall of an Iron Age capital, in D. C. Hopkins (ed.) 
Across the Anatolian Plateau. Readings in the Archaeology of Ancient Turkey, Boston: ASOR, 
187-96. INST ARCH DBE Series ANN. 

 
Urartu 

Belli, O., A. Dinçol and B. Dinçol (2004) Royal inscriptions on bronze artifacts from the Upper 
Anzaf fortress at Van, Anatolica 30, 1-14. INST ARCH Pers. 

Bernbeck, R. (2003-04) Politische Struktur und Ideologie in Urartu, Archäologische Mitteilungen aus 
Iran und Turan 35-36: 267-312. INST ARCH Pers.  

Burney, C. A. (1998) The kingdom of Urartu (Van): investigations into the archaeology of the 
early first millennium BC within eastern Anatolia (1956-1965), in R. J. Matthews (ed.) 
Ancient Anatolia. Fifty Years' Work by the British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara, London: 
British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara, 143-62. INST ARCH DBC 100 MAT; ISSUE 
DESK DBC 100 MAT. 

*Sagona, A. and P. Zimansky (2009) Ancient Turkey, London: Routledge, 316-47. INST ARCH 
DBC 100 SAG. 

Smith, A. T. (2000) Rendering the political aesthetic: ideology and legitimacy in Urartian 
representations of the built environment, Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 19, 131-63. 
INST ARCH Pers. 

Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 202-5. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Zimansky, P. E. (1985) Ecology and Empire: the Structure of the Urartian State, Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. MAIN ANCIENT HISTORY Qto EH60 ZIM. 

Zimansky, P. E. (1995) The kingdom of Urartu in eastern Anatolia, in J.M. Sasson (ed.) 
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1135-46. INST ARCH DBA 100 
SAS. 

*Zimansky, P. E. (1995) Urartian material culture as state assemblage: an anomaly in the 
archaeology of empire, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300, 103-15. 
INST ARCH Pers. 

Zimansky, P. E. (2002) An Urartian Ozymandias, in D. C. Hopkins (ed.) Across the Anatolian 
Plateau. Readings in the Archaeology of Ancient Turkey, Boston: ASOR, 149-56. INST ARCH 
DBE Series ANN. 
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Lecture 9: 16th March 2010 
THE IRON AGE IN BABYLONIA: THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE, 900-539 BC. 
Contemporary with the Neo-Assyrian empire, a powerful state in Lower Mesopotamia was 
centred on the ancient city of Babylon. In this class we examine interactions between Babylonia 
and adjacent regions in the earlier centuries of the Iron Age. We also study the contemporary 
scene in the Zagros mountains of western Iran where the kingdom of Media came to power at 
this time. 
Reading: 
Andrae, E. W. and R. M. Boehmer (1992) Sketches by an Excavator Berlin: Mann. STORES 
Baker, H. D. (2007) Urban form in the first millennium BC, in G. Leick (ed.) The Babylonian 

World, London: Routledge, 66-77. ANC HIST D14 LEI 
Beaulieu, P.-A. (1989) The Reign of Nabonidus, King of Babylon: 556-539 BC, New Haven: Yale 

University Press. INST ARCH DBB 200 BEA. 
Beaulieu, P.-A. (1995) King Nabonidus and the Neo-Babylonian empire, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) 

Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 969-79. INST ARCH DBA 100 
SAS. 

Galter, H. D. (2007) Looking down the Tigris: the interrelations between Assyria and Babylonia, 
in G. Leick (ed.) The Babylonian World, London: Routledge, 527-540. 

*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 573-622. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Lloyd, S. (1978) The Archaeology of Mesopotamia from the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest, London: 
Thames and Hudson, 222-31. INST ARCH ISSUE DESK DBB 100 LLO. 

*Oates, J. (1979) Babylon, London: Thames and Hudson, 115-62. INST ARCH DBB 200 OAT; 
ISSUE DESK DBB 200 OAT. 

Postgate, J. N. (1977) The First Empires, Oxford: Elsevier, 134-6. INST ARCH DBB 100 Qto 
POS; ISSUE DESK IOA POS 3. 

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 192-
3, 198-204. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA; ISSUE DESK DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

Roaf, M. (1995) Media and Mesopotamia: history and architecture, in J. Curtis (ed.) Later 
Mesopotamia and Iran. Tribes and Empires 1600-539 BC. London: British Museum, 54-66. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2003) Reading Babylon, American Journal of Archaeology 107, 257-75. INST 
ARCH Pers. 

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 253-66. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE. 

Wiseman, D. J. (1985) Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, Oxford: Oxford University Press. MAIN 
HEBREW A 50 WIS. 
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Lecture 10: 23rd March 2010 
THE LATE IRON AGE OF THE NEAR EAST: THE ACHAEMENID EMPIRE, 550-330 
BC. 
In the last centuries before Alexander the Great, the Near East was dominated by the 
Achaemenid empire, the largest empire the world had seen till that time. We study this empire, its 
history, structure, and archaeological evidence, in this final session of the course. 
Reading: 
Betlyon, J. W. (2005) A people transformed: Palestine in the Persian period, Near Eastern 

Archaeology 68: 4-58. INST ARCH Pers. 
Brentjes, B. (1995) The history of Elam and Achaemenid Persia: an overview, in J. M. Sasson 

(ed.) Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1001-21. See pages 1003, 
1016-21. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS.  

Briant, P. (1995) Social and legal institutions in Achaemenid Iran, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations 
of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 517-28. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS. 

Briant, P. and R. Boucharlat (2005) L’archéologie de l’empire achéménide: nouvelles recherches. Paris: De 
Boccard. 

Brosius, M. (2000) The Persian Empire from Cyrus II to Artaxerxes I. Kingston: Lactor. MAIN ANC 
HIST F 14 BRO. 

*Brosius, M. (2006) The Persians. An Introduction. London: Routledge. MAIN ANC HIST F 5 
BRO. 

Curtis, J. (1989) Ancient Persia. London: British Museum, 32-50. INST ARCH DBG 100 CUR. 
*Curtis, J. and N. Tallis (2005) Forgotten Empire. The World of Ancient Persia. London: The British 

Museum. INST ARCH DBG Qto CUR. 
Ferrier, R. W. (ed) (1989) The Arts of Persia, New Haven: Yale University Press. See chapter by M. 

Roaf. INST ARCH DBG Qto FER.  
Harper, P. O., J. Aruz and F. Tallon (eds) (1992) The Royal City of Susa. Ancient Near Eastern 

Treasures in the Louvre, New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art. INST ARCH DBG 10 
HAR. 

*Kuhrt, A. (1995) The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 BC, London: Routledge, 647-701. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 KUH. 

Moorey, P. R. S. (1975) Biblical Lands, Oxford: Peter Bedrick Books, 107-16, 117-36. INST ARCH 
DBE 100 MOO.  

Roaf, M. (1990) Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Facts on File, 204-
21. INST ARCH DBA 100 Qto ROA. 

Roaf, M. (1995) Media and Mesopotamia: history and architecture, in J. Curtis (ed.) Later 
Mesopotamia and Iran, London: British Museum Press, 54-66. INST ARCH DBA 100 CUR. 

Sancisi-Weerdenburg, H. (1995) Darius I and the Persian empire, in J. M. Sasson (ed.) Civilizations 
of the Ancient Near East, New York: Scribner, 1035-50. INST ARCH DBA 100 SAS.  

*Van De Mieroop, M. (2004) A History of the Ancient Near East, Oxford: Blackwell, 267-80. INST 
ARCH DBA 100 MIE 

www.museum-achemenet.college-de-france.fr  
 

http://www.museum-achemenet.college-de-france.fr/
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4. ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

For coursework guidelines see: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/marking.htm  
 
Please note that materials relevant to this course can be found on UCL‟s Virtual Learning 
Environment at Moodle: http://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/  
 
Web-sites: 
There are many. Here is just a sample: 
 
http://ecai.org/iraq  
(Extremely useful site devoted to the archaeology of Iraq) 
 
http://www.virtualmuseumiraq.cnr.it/homeENG.htm  
(selected items from the Iraq Museum plus much relevant information, maps etc) 
 
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/  
(British Museum site, good introduction to ancient Mesopotamia, including Sumer, Babylon, and 
Assyria) 
 
http://www.etana.org/abzu/  
(Excellent resource covering all aspects of the ancient Near East) 
 
http://www.assur.de/  
(Devoted to German excavations at the important Assyrian site of Assur) 
 
http://www.learningsites.com/NWPalace/NWPalhome.html  
(Reconstructions of the Northwest Palace at Nimrud) 
 
http://www.hattuscha.de/index.htm  
(Web-site relating to German excavations at the capital city of the Hittite empire) 
 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/paphlagonia/  
(Final publication of Project Paphlagonia, regional survey in north-central Turkey) 
 
http://www.thamesandhudsonusa.com/web/humanpast/summaries/ch12.html  
(Try the online quizzes, especially to Chapter 12!) 
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/handbook/common/marking.htm
http://moodle.ucl.ac.uk/
http://ecai.org/iraq
http://www.virtualmuseumiraq.cnr.it/homeENG.htm
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/
http://www.etana.org/abzu/
http://www.assur.de/
http://www.learningsites.com/NWPalace/NWPalhome.html
http://www.hattuscha.de/index.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/paphlagonia/
http://www.thamesandhudsonusa.com/web/humanpast/summaries/ch12.html


 29 

5. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Libraries 
The library of the Institute of Archaeology UCL will be the principal resource for this course. 
 
Dyslexia 
If you have dyslexia or other relevant disability, please make your lecturer aware of this. Please 
discuss with your lecturer whether there is any way in which they can help you. Students with 
dyslexia are reminded to indicate this on each piece of coursework. 
  

Support your local Near Eastern societies 
Please consider joining and thereby supporting the work of at least one of the major British 
institutes and societies working in the Near East today. They each produce an annual journal as 
well as newsletters and other publications. They organise lectures on relevant topics, usually held 
in London, and they have some funding to help students travel and study in the modern 
countries of the Near East.  
 
More information can be found at their websites: 
 
British Institute for the Study of Iraq:     
http://www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/iraq/       
(from 2010: http://www.bisi.ac.uk/  )   
 
British Institute at Ankara: 
http://www.biaa.ac.uk/  
   
Council for British Research in the Levant: 
http://www.cbrl.org.uk/  
 
British Institute of Persian Studies: 
http://www.bips.ac.uk/  
 
British Association for Near Eastern Archaeology: 
http://www.banea.org/  
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, as a bonus to anyone who made it to the end of the handbook, see how Near Eastern 
archaeology has featured in the movies: 
 
McGeough, K. (2006) „Heroes, mummies, and treasure: Near Eastern archaeology in the movies‟, 
Near Eastern Archaeology 69:3-4, 174-185. INST ARCH Pers 
 
 

http://www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/iraq/
http://www.bisi.ac.uk/
http://www.biaa.ac.uk/
http://www.cbrl.org.uk/
http://www.bips.ac.uk/
http://www.banea.org/

